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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Our fathers trusted in thee: 
they trusted, and thou didst deliver them.—Psa. 22: 4. 


9. March 2.—God's Covenant with 


ew 5 x eke Ke Gen. 15; 17: 1-8 
so March 9.—The Destruction of Sodom 

Tempers aace Lesson) . . Gen, 19 : 1-3, 12-29 
et March 16.—The Test of Abraham’s Faith .... . Gen. 22 : 1-19 
ce. March 23.—Isaac and Rebekah out . Gen. 24 

Or, Easter Lesson—The EF mpty Tomb’. . . Mark 16; 1-11 
m3. Maren 30.—Review—The God of Our Fathers. 
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Our Father Abraham 
By Ruth Graham Robinson 


MAN of faith, when nightly thou didst gaze 
Upon the mighty dome of Orient sky, 
With countless points of starlight all ablaze, 
What dreams were thine? E’en faith’s far-sighted 
eye 
Saw not the rich unfoldings of his plan, 
Who loves to give us better than we dream. 
His holy angels serve him there on high, 
Yet he delights in man; 
And thee a treasured friend he did esteem, 
Whose confidence ’twas joy to glorify. 


How great fulfilment hath his promise shown 
‘rhe page of sacred history can tell— 
Such marvels as those Asian deserts, lone , 
In their vast burning silence, know full well. 
Thou chosen race, thou hadst a wondrous )ine 
Of priests and prophets, psalmists, warriors, kings ; 
And he whose sceptre is his righteousness, 
He is thy crown divine ! 
But now thy voice by alien waters sings, 
Since thou wouldst none of him who came to bless. 


Yet lo, beyond these constellations bright, 
Another host appears. O Abraham, 
When thou didst live rejoicing in the light 
Of him whose name is Jesus and “ I Am” 
Didst thou behold thy faith’s posterity 
In the white glory of their robes arrayed ? 
And didst thou hear the everlasting song 
Of praise and victory ? 
Thy living laurel wreath that cannot fade 
Is this innumerable blessed throng ! 








The whole paper, this week, is pressed into your 
service in the interests of more effective Bible study. 
Not only the reading matter pages, but the advertis- 
ing columns as well, are a guide-board to the Bible 
student who would keep in touch with some of the 
best Bible-study helps. The current number is the 

first of a series of special issues planned for the year, 
- in which both writers and advertisers will work to- 
gether for the enlarged vision of the reader. 


= 
Letting God be Seen 


Do people instinctively think of God when they 
think of us? Nothing less than this is God's purpose 
for us, if we are Christ's. A Christian woman ‘had 
befriended an outcast girl who was stricken with 
disease, and had brought her to a ‘place where .she’ 


could have nourishment and rest and comfort and 
love. Knowing that she had not long to live, the 
friend asked her whether she ever thought of God. 
‘«It has, not been hard to think of God,’’ was the 
reply, ‘‘since I met you.’’ Do we make it hard, or 
easy, for those who are closest to us to think often of 


God ? 
ya 


How Far Does Jesus’ Power Go? 

That the Saviour of the world is able to save a 
man from a bad habit is not believed by all,—not 
even all of those who expect him to save them from 
death. A young Christian who had grown careless 
was telling his Sunday-school teacher that he really 
wanted to come to the Bible class, but he could not 
keep from oversleeping on Sunday morning. If once 
he could get started, it would go well ; but it was 
hopeless for him, so he said, to overcome his consti- 
tutional weakness. The teacher asked if he thought 
that Jesus, who could change an abandoned drunkard 
into a saint, was not equal to getting a fellow up in 
the morning. Perhaps some of us who smile at this 
incident, and congratulate ourselves that we are not 
making f¢hat mistake, have nevertheless taken for 
granted certain other weaknesses in our own lives as 
*‘constitutional’’ and’ therefore not possible of 
“change. Let us remember that, along with the gift 
of Jésus as the power to raise our dead selves to life, 
God has included all other power that is needed for 


daily living. 
x 
A Bunch of Keys 


We live in a world that is dominated by Satan. 
God dominates every life that will yield to Him ; but 
the vast majority of persons in this world are under 
Satan’s control, and he himself is ‘* the god of this 
world.’’ That means that sin is a terrible reality, 
present on all sides to a far greater degree than any 


of us realize. Professor Griffith Thomas has made 
the challenging suggestion that a bunch of keys is the 
best evidence we could have of sin in the world. We 
use keys because we are surrounded by evil-doers ~* 
and we want to protect ourselves against them. 
Would not every key be thrown away if sin were 
blotted out of the universe? Yet we seldom associate 
the idea of keys with sin, so accustomed are we to 
living in the midst of a sin-infested world. How help- 
less we are, then, against the unrecognized encroach- 
ments of sin in our own lives! Yet even here God's 
grace in Christ is: sufficient for us ; for ‘* where sin 
abounded, grace did abound more exceedingly."’ 
Every day God’s continued grace can open our eyes to 
sin.of which we were not before aware ; and then he 
can abundantly keep us from it. 


ax 
Forgiveness Not Easy 


It is not easy for God to forgive sin, and it should 
not be easy for us to forgive sin. If we find it easy 
to pass over our own sins or those of others, it may 
be that we are just ignoring the sin—not forgiving it. 
A Christian who had sinned was, out of the deep dis- 
appointment of her heart, bemoaning the failure. A 
friend mentioned that the Lord’s forgiveness would 
cover the sin. ‘*I know,’’ was the reply ; ‘* but if 
forgiveness is so easy it seems to give liberty to do 
the same thing over again and be forgiven.’’ But 
forgiveness is not easy. As Richard Roberts has said 
in a recent book: ‘* You only forgive when you have 
suffered . . . To bear the offense oneself is the price 
of forgiving it. To forgive sin is to bear sin, and to 
reconcile the world to himself God suffered the pen- 
alty of forgiveness, He bore the sin of the world." 
If the Cross is the measure of the awfulness of our sin 
shall we not turn with hatred from sin when we taste 
the joy of forgiveness? And shall we not fellowship 
with His sufferings by a deep sorrow for our own sin 
and for the sins of others which we forgive ? 
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Commending the Bible 


OW strange it is that men should ever find them- 
selves called upon to commend the Bible! It 
seems like commending an evening sky studded 

with stars, or the home of one’s youth, or some 
heavenly spring day, or any other of the works 
through which God has been pleased to utter his 
wisdom and power and love. 

Yet again and again in Christian work this task 
lays itself heavily upon men's shoulders : the task of 
commending the Bible, of making men see its pur- 
pose and meaning, of persuading men to let this Bible 
fulfil freely and without hindrance the function for 
which it was intended in their lives. 

What is the trouble? Is the Bible unintelliziblé? 
That is a charge which children do not often raise 
against the book. Sermons may be hard to under- 
stand, but not the book which sermons are designed 
to teach and commend, It is as instructive as it is 
touching to see how young children love to listen to 
the Bible. Its scenes captivate them. Its figures 
live before them..: - Its lessons rest gently like refresh- 
ing. dew upon their minds. The Bible is a simple 
book. It is a profound book also, no doubt. Its 
truths are not all easy of comprehension, nor the 
divine dealings with men and nations which it 
records, Deep-seeing students have from the begin- 
ning been amazed at its profundity and humbled 
before its mighty sweep of vision. Yet this profundity 
goes hand in hand with simplicity, just as waters un- 
falhomably deep may at the same time be trans- 
lucently clear. And as children sport upon the sands 
of the ocean and wade among its ripples, all uncon- 
scious Of its vastness and the depths and terrors out 


i‘€yond, so ignorant and untaught minds, ‘‘ babes and 


sucklings’’ in divine things, have reveled in the 
Bible, received its message, and mounted gradually 
upon its truths to wisdom and influence and character. 

No one may fairly bring the charge of unintelligi- 
bility against the Bible as a whole. Its truth is ac- 
cessible truth, Even when read in versions whose 
words and phrases are strange and antiquated, no class 
of people has ever felt debarred from its pages, 

Or is the Bible remote from life? Is it a book 
alien to life as we know it and experience it? ‘The 
very opposite of this is true. The Bible is addressed 
to life, it aims at life, and a large part of its 
material is taken from lives like ourown. What does 
it matter that those lives were lived centuries ago ? 
Life has not changed. What does it matter that the 
men and women whose faces and forms we see on its 
pages belonged to other races than our own? Races 
do not differ in their great human experiences and 
needs. An immigrant from Italy or Hungary may 
come off the streets of New York into a mission where 
the faith of Abraham, the fall of David, the trials of 
Job, the temptation of Peter, the betrayal of Judas, 
the conversion of Paul, are publicly read, and find his 
own sin, his own struggle, his own remorse, his own 
longing, his own transformed future, reflected there 
as though some divine photographer, foreseeing his 
life, had caught it on his lens to be put upon a screen 
and set ages after before his eyes. No wonder the 
Bible goes to men’s hearts, chiding them, piercing 
them, prostrating them in the dust. No wonder it 
lifts men out of the dust, as it is intended also to do ; 
cleanses them, empowers them, and seats them in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus never known beiore. 
The Bible does this because it is a book of life. It 








98 


speaks through life. We understand life, for we have 
to live it every day ; and when God speaks to us in 
the Bible through the same life that we ourselves live, 
we have no trouble in understanding what he says. 

And yet, in spite of all this, we find ourselves set 
to commend the Bible, to urge Bible study, to impress 
men to avail themselves of this great instrument for 
the promotion of the divine life. Why need this be? 

The reason is that while the Bible speaks of life in 
a language which all men understand, it appeals to 
those only whose lives are prepared to receive it. 
The Bible is not merely an account of life as it is, but 
of life as it ought to be. ‘Fhe Bible shows us life 
becoming religious in the plan and by the power of 
God. It is the picture of human life on which God 
has laid his hand a second time for purposes of 
rescue and perfection ; and right there, in our radical 
human indisposition for the divine, \ies the reason 
why the Bible requires to be impressed and com- 
nvended and urged on men perpetually. 

The real difficulties in the way of Bible reading 
and study are not intellectual, but moral and spiritual. 
The attitude of men to the Bible reflects with tragic 
filelity their attitude to God ; and these two attitudes 
can never vary so long as the Bible is what itis. The 
Bible is not a human book : it is a divine book. Its 
pages palpitate with God. When a man ‘follows 
God wholly,’’ as Caleb of old did, then he thirsts for 
the Bible as the means of interpreting the relationship 
and opening it up ever more fully, If his soul follows 
hard after Jesus Christ as Paul's did, then ihe Bible 
becomes a letter of introduction to the Living Christ 
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which never grows old, But once let this heavenly 
relationship dim or cease, and what becomes of that 
love of the Bible? i 

This is how men who once loved the Bible can 
come to hate it, deny it, disprove it, persecute it, in 
their effort to clear away out of human vision its 


standing indictment of their selfishness, worldliness, — 


and unlikeness of heart to God. * ' 

And so, in addition to commending the Bible, we 
must steal away to that secret place where one can be 
a priest, and intercede for men. For no human per- 
suasions can impart that love for the Bible which only 
likeness to God can give. _We must still commend 
it, just as we still commend to men the God whom it 
reveals, There is a place for testimony, if the Bible's 


pages have blazed before us with a light of which’ 


heaven is the home. If, when we were in despair, 
faith climbed out of the depths on its ‘exceeding 
Precious promises,"’ then we have a testimony to 
give. Our faith in the Bible will grow as we proclaim 
it the bread without which man does-not live. Yet 
prevailing prayer must precede testimony to the Bible, 
as it precedes the proclamation of the Christ whom the 
Bible enshrines. We must pray more than we do. 
preachers must pray more for their people. Bible 
teachers must pray more for the classes they instruct. 
lt was God who ‘' opened the heart of Lydia’’ to re- 
ceive the word of Paul. Before ever we have in our 
land an era of vital Bible study there will be more 
prayer to the God who works in men ‘‘to will’’ as 
well as ‘‘to work,’’ and who implants in the hearts of 
his children a glowing love for divine things. 





Seeking ‘‘Signs"’ of God’s Will 

How often we rebel against the use of unseeing 
.faith in our dealings with God! How much we pre- 
fer. to have evidences that we can see or touch or 
shear, as we go to him for his guidance! A reader in 
Ontario speaks for many of us as she writes : 

Has a person, in seeking to know God's will about a certain 
matter, any right to say that ‘If such and such a thing hap- 
pens I will take that as God's will’’? Does God reveal his 
will in such ways? I did that, and if it had turned out as I 
desired it to, | am afraid I would not have written this question. 

God has revealed his will to his trusting children, 
under some circumstances, by definite signs of the 
sort here inquired about. A Scripture instance of 
this to which we soon come in our Genesis studies 
occurs in the finding of a wife for Isaac. Abraham's 
servant, having gone at Abraham's command into 
a far country to bring home the right person for the 
line of the ancestry of Jesus Christ, prayed to Jeho- 
yah: ‘Behold, I am standing by the fountain of 
water ; and the daughters of the men of the city are 
coming out to draw water: and let it come to pass, 
that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy 
pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink ; and she shall 
say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: 
let the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy 
servant Isaac’’ (Gen, 24: 13, 14). Rebekah did ex- 
actly this ; and Rebekah was understood to be God's 
choice for Isaac. 

The casting of lots was authorized in the Old Tes- 
tament, as in Numbers 26:55, where Jehovah told 
Moses that ‘‘the land shall be divided by lot,’’ and 
in a number of other cases. The last recorded in- 
stance in the Bible is that of the selection of Matthias 
to fill the place of Judas with the eleven apostles 
(Acts 1; 15-26). It has been noted that this was 
before the apostles had received the full gift of the 
Holy Spirit, and that ‘‘ after his descent on Pentecost 
casting of lots was never repeated, as ‘the discerning 
of spirits’ in the church made it no longer needful.”’ 

While God has undoubtedly revealed his will to 
individuals in modern times by their use of special 
signs, it nevertheless seems probable that he would 
have this means of consulting him very sparingly re- 
sorted to, and then only after earnest, completely sur- 
rendered prayer has led one to believe that the use of 
a sign is God's will. Of course, we are then to accept 
his will in the result, in quiet faith and glad obedi- 
ence. If we use a sign rather to secure God's ap- 
proval of our preference than to discover and do his 
will, we have no assurance of his blessing on that 
means of consulting him. 

And probably not once in a thousand times will the 
surrendered, trusting, Spirit-filled disciple of Christ be 
directed of the Spirit to do other than learn God's will 
in the usual ways of prayer, Bible reading, counsel of 





friends, and the use of one’s reason. 
man who was indeed surrendered but who had be- 
come sadly confused as to God's will once learned a 


A Christian 


costly lesson in this matter. He sought to know his 
duty by promising God that if a .certain thing hap- 
pened he would understand that'God wished: him to 
follow a certain course. The ‘certain thing’’ hap- 
pened; yet he afterward came to see clearly, through 
prayer and counsel, that God did not. wish him..to 
follow the supposed course. In the meantime he had 
suffered sadly in his spiritual life and his usefulness 
to others; now he rejoices in the freedom of walking by 
the surer path of faith, not the halting path of sight. 
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Christ Now—and Gain Hereafter 

When we yield up our whole life to Christ he 
fills life with such glory that it sometimes seems as 
though there could be nothing better beyond. “It is 
evidently out of such an experience as this that the 
following earnest letter comes from a Mississippi reader: 

In your issue of October 26, 1912, the editorials and many 
of the contributed articles have a drawing to the Christ as a 
‘‘very present help'’'—a Saviour; in this present life, from 
everything un-Christlike. If this be true, it is not necessary to 
put off this mortal body to be in heaven. Why do so,many 
preach a future salvation if it.is possible for the present, as 
God's Word Seems to teach? If we are ‘‘hid with Christ in 
God"’ it must mean heaven for the real individuality here 
and now. In line with this thought is the 91st Psalm. 

We may indeed know the Life that is Christ, and 
in Him the Life that is God, now and here. ‘The be- 
loved apostle, toward the end of a long life hid with 
Christ in God, wrote with daring the truth that only 
the Spirit could have inspired, ‘‘as he is, even so are 
we in this world’’ (1 John 4:17). We may, by 
surrender and faith, experience the unutterable joy 
and blessing that Paul knew when he wrote that 
‘*God, being rich in mercy, for his great love where- 
with he loved us, even when we were dead through 
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by 
grace have ye been saved), and raised us up-with 
him, and made us to sit with him in the heavenly 
places, in Christ Jesus’’ (Eph. 2: 4-6). This is the 
present portion of those of whom the Psalmist sings, 
‘*Thou hast made the Most High thy habitation.”’ 

There is indeed this full and present salvation frem 
the power of sin, now and here, to which Satan has 
succeeded in blinding the eyes of so. many of: the 
disciples of Christ. 
he wrote that ‘the law of the Spirit of: life in Christ 
Jesus made me free from the law of sin and ‘of 
death."’ But this Life is not likely to be preacled 
except as it is experienced. bias 

Yet there is something better than all‘ this, arid it 
lies beyond the present life even of those who are 


Paul knew this deliverance'when : 
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most com hid with Christ in God, as it lay be- 
yond the earthly life of Paul and John. The Paul 
who wrote in triumph, ‘‘To me to live is Christ,” 
went on in eager hope, ‘‘and to‘die is gain.’’ The 
John who wrote, ‘*Whosoever abideth in him sinneth 
not,’’ and, ‘‘as he is, even so are we in this world,”’ 
wrote also, ‘‘it is not yet made manifest what we 
shall be.”’ And then he explained, ‘* We know that, 
if he shall be manifested, we shall be like him ; for 
we shall shall see him even as he is.’’ Paul, again, 
wrote in the eighth chapter of Romans of ‘the glory 
which shall be revealed to us-ward,’’ when there 
comes ‘‘the revealing of the sons of God,’’ the deliv- 
erance ‘‘ from the bondage of corruption into the liberty 
of the glory of the children of God.’’ This is to 
come to pass after we, who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, have finished the time of ‘ waiting for our adop- 
tion, to wit, the redemption of our body."’ 

Therefore we do well to recognize that there is a 
blessed and assured difference between even the most 
wonderful experiences of dwelling in the heavenly 
places, hid with Christ in God, while we live in this 
body of corruption ; and the living in heaven which 
awaits us after this body is redeemed. There is 
a salvation ‘beyond that which we yet know. With 
every passing day we can declare confidently, ‘‘ now 
is salvation nearer to us than when we first believed."’ 
Heaven itself lies ahead; and not until after this 
life is over, and we have entered fully into heaven, 
shall we receive our ‘‘ inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for you, who by the power of God are guarded 
through faith unto a salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time.”’ 

If we die before our Lord's return, we shall go to 
be at once with him, though even then awaiting (with 
all who are asleep_in Christ) our resurrection bodies, 
which shall be raised from the dead at his coming. 
If the «* blessed hope’’ of his return is fulfilled in our 
earthly life-time, then we shall never know bodily 
death, but shall pass at once into the redemption of 
the bedy, to be with him forever. 

Who but our God of love could have planned and 
achieved these wonders of grace for his children ! 


= 
The Passion Play in Church 


Now that the long-time practice of the villagers 
of Ober-Ammergau in presenting the scenes of our 
Lord's life has been put on the market, as it were, for 
tourists and for the patrons of moving pictures, the 
question of the attitude of Christian individuals and 
churches toward this Passion Play takes on somewhat 
new aspects. A reader in Ohio writes : 


A moving-picture show of the Passion Play of Ober-Ammer- 
gau, to be te in a Presbyterian church, does not meet the 
approval of a number of the congregation, who will not attend. 
Questioning the propriety of such an exhibition, a statement 
by the Editor might aid in establishing’ a proper judgment in 
such matters for those who desire to respect sacred things. 

There is nothing wrong, in itself, with a moving 
picture. A moving picture presentation of life in the 
mission field might have a part in‘an admirably effect- 
ive missionary meeting in church or Sunday-school. 
But it is doubtful whether a dramatic representation 
of our Lord's life and death has a proper place in 
either the teaching or the entertaining function of a 
Christian church. The effective presentation of the 
wonderful gospel story does not depend upon theatri- 
cals, even cf the best sort. On the other hand, 
entirely apart from the question of the right or wrong 
of the original production of the Passion Play in Ober- 
Ammergau, there is so much that has now become 
commercialized in connection with the Passion Play 
and its reproduction that there is a proper and strong 
repugnance, in the minds of many, toward admitting 
it to any place in the life of the church or of the in- 
dividual Christian. 


Se 
From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ORD, amid all our disturbances, our perplexities, our 
griefs and tormenting apprehensions, graciously diffuse 

thine own serenity and peace throughout our frame. . . . 
Make us so conscious of our intimate alliance with thee that 
we shall feel and exhibit thy steadfast patience and calmness, 
and shall share thy tenderness toward others and thine absorb- 
ing longing to serve and help ; so that there shall no longer be 
room within for disabling personal dislikes ; until all grudges, 
frets, and fears shall fade away, and no more return to plague 
us. ... Teach us to do our most trivial tasks as thine appoint- 
ment ; to indulge all our pleasures as thy gift ; to look forward 
to coming events as our Father's planning in our interests. . .. 
‘Thus would we live thy life, and find our being taken up into 
thine own. .. . Thus, also, would we come into pleasing fel- 
lowship with all whom Providence brings across our path. 
Make us appreciative, not critical. Give us an eve for good 
things and gracious possibilities in others, however forbidding. 
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‘the credibility of parts of the Bible. 


_give at least an hour a day to the 


‘only course I have ever followed. 


- LESSON FOR MARCH 2 (Gen. 15; 17: 1-8) 
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How We Study the Bible 


Fruitful Methods ‘that “ Times” Readers Have Worked Out in Personal Experience 












For Character-F a member of s 
I became acquainted with the thoughts aad feelings of men 
of the working classes, and in business genefally. - I recog- 
nized that efforts made to right wrongs wete not always 
reaily effective. To see if a better way could be found, I 
began a systematic study of the Bible; first, by reading it 
through, then, by taking up a’particular topic and, withthe 
aid of a concordance and cross-references, looking up all 
passages bearing upon the topic. . It did not take me-long 


to discover that formation of character was.the one thing _ 


essential, and I began a study of the subject:as outlined by 
Peter in the first chapter of his second ‘¢pistle, 
of such study has been to better my understanding of many 
things. It has changed my view of religion and the Bible. 

Bible study for different objects might require different 
methods, but there is one, it seems to me, that would be good 
in all cases. 


before forming a positive — about what any one pass- 
age means, compare it wit! 
dealing with the same idea, and in this manner reach the 
true idea that does not conflict with atiy of the mades of 
expressing it. Third, use reason and good judgment in 
comparing it with all other knowledge available on the 
particular subject in mind. A 
In regard to the other questions, my method would be 
of little assistance to others. I generally devote twélve 
hours a day to other duties, and consequently take up:this 
study as opportunity offers. I use no method of -Bible- 
marking, but always study with a pencil and paper handy, 
to make outa list of references, and to compare passage 
with passage. I began this systematic study some time 
ago, and am now publishing in our local paper the results 
of such study, in short articles. —A. Bettes, Barre, Mass. 


How Definite Knowledge Grew.—The necessity of real 
Bible study was never brought home to me until I was 
called upon to teach a Sunday-school class, and found how 
very little definite knowledge of the subject I possessed. 
I invested in a Bible dictionary, concordance, and com- 
mentary, subscribed to a good lesson help, and followed 
carefully the directions for the teacher’s preparation. 
Gradually I became more independent and found that the 
text itself suggested the questions that should be discussed 
in class, and I now, while still making free use of lesson 
helps, am able usually to make my own lesson plan. 

The hymnal has been of.great assistance to me in my 
Bible study, the words of some hymn many times making 
clear some perplexing question. For instance, I never was 
satisfied that the church should observe the first day of the 
week instead of the seventh until I noticed the words of 
the second stanza of **O Day of rest and gladness.’’ 

** On thee, at the creation, 

The light first had its birth ; 
On thee, for our salvation, 

Christ rose from depths of earth ; 
On thee our Lord, victorious, 

The Spirit sent from heaven ; 
And thus on thee, most glorious, 

A triple light was given."’ 

Some time ago I realized that I was spending a great 
deal of time fruitlessly and unsatisfactorily in doubts as to 
A word from a friend 
mace me determine never again to allow myself to ques- 
tion the truth of the Scripture narrative, but rather to 
assume that the events took place as recorded, and startiag 
from that point to look for the meaning they had forme. 
To my surprise it was one of the easiest-things I-had ever 
tried to do, and was the greatest relief. 

I use the cross-reference Bible, and 


_—~As 5 ineihbar of a labor union, : 


The result _ 


First, to read the whole Bible through andto - 
become fairly well acquainted with it-as‘a-book. Second, - . 


all other passages in the Bible - 


“atim: 


‘ gested>in: private ~study, 


Bible Study by Mail 


The American head of a-great foreign missionary or- 
-ganization recently said to a laythan whe was charged 
with certain Bible study responsibilities : *‘ You ought 
to take the ‘Bible Correspondence Course [nam- 
‘ing a well-known course]; it would be as good for.you 
as a theological seminary.” 
- -Have -you ever taken such a course? The Sunday 

School Times would 4ike to-hear from its readers on this 

“subject, and will welcome brief letters giving whatever 
‘‘petsonal experience they have had in studying the Bible 
_ “by mail” i ; 

‘Under what circumstances did “you take up such a 
course - what induced you to take it, and whose course 
‘did you tike ?- mie. 3 
_ How much time aday or a week did you give to the 
study, and how long-did it take to complete the course ? 

What: definite results have -you seen from it in your 

‘own intefest-in and mastery Of the Bible ? 

What personal spifitual blessings did you receive from 
it? ‘Has it-helped -you:in: soul-winning, in your prayer 
life, in. your conscious ‘fellowship with the Saviour, in 
victory-over Sin ? 

Letters‘on any or all-of‘these points in connection with 
your study of the Bible by mail will be appreciated if ad- 
dressed to the Editor of The Sunday School Times, and 
may’ be used for the guidance and blessing of others. 














one will have to ‘find his own capacity for such work. Let 
the: reader‘ begin -by-taking Paul before Agrippa (Acts 26), 
or the-sixth chapter of Daniel, or 1 Kings 18, or the Sermon 
onthe Mount: By eommitting five verses a day one will 
soon have a great storehouse of valuable Bible knowledge. 
By-all-means commit the’ Word.—A. B. von der Lippe, 
Ph.D., Sparta, Illinois. 


‘Writing ‘Out -the -Bible.—Contact with and edifying 


~instruction from..an uneducated, unsophisticated English- 


man ‘brought “to me what had not been gotten before, 
the comforting assurance of salvation as the sequence of 
faith. 

He was a-man of one Book; he found it all-sufficient : 
what was a blessing to him under God was made a blessing 
to those who sat at his feet. . This schooling created an 
appetite for that Scripture testimony which fills the heart 
with’ the joy ‘that the Word of God is designed to give, 


-and -dées -give- to those who- believe it paramount. The 


comforting, helpful 'view of ‘the Bible which he had, and 
the: impressions which he’ unconsciously and unostenta- 
tiously ‘made, created a hely desire among some of his 
hearers to.become such a source of blessing to others. 

I knew nothing of methods of Bible study, but began by 
writing out. Paul’s- Epistle to the Romans verbatim et Liter- 
This was undertaken in company with seven or 
eight others, each intent-without bias upon getting the 


-mind- of the Spirit. -We then came together without a 


Ieader,_-gathering from. each other lessons previously sug- 
We interpreted the Bible as we 
would a-letter-from a-friend. When we found out what 


the passage really said, we accepted that as the meaning. 
If it was historical, we did not undertake to spiritualize 
the section. This book of fundamentals settled all ques- 
tions growing out of succeeding studies of the Bibleg we 
interpreted them by what we had learned in Romans, . 

I have no fixed time for the study. At the office when I 
find leisure I study with the help of a simple set of tools, 
consisting of Bible and Young’s concordance. At ‘home 
when I have a moment, daytime or evening, it is given tothe 


- study, and almost the whole of the.Lord’s day I use in this 


way, always writing out from the Scripture all the lesson 
or such passages as bear on the question under considera- 
tion. The most exhilarating Bible effort put forth was 
writing out almost the whole Bible between times. 

Many. books by sane and safe writers on Bible themes 
are read with pleasure and profit. One of the most sug- 
gestive methods is to have at hand various translations ‘of 
the Scriptures. A word sometimes floods with light the 
passage under consideration. Rotherham, Darby, Young, 
Syriac, Douay, Standard Revised, English Revised,- Biisle 
Union, “Thompson, Twentieth Century New Testament, 
Trapp, and other translations at hand are used freely, — 
Edwin A. Wilson, Springfield, Il. 


‘What a Preacher Found Helpful,—I have tried so 


. many ways to get at the message of the Bible without suc- 


cess, and having found one way that I can recommend 
most heartily, | feel under obligation to give it, praying 
that it will help some one else. This plan may be espe- 
cially helpful for a preacher, but there is no reason why 
anyone else could not be benefited by it. 

The method is very simple. A blank book, pen and 
ink, and a text edition of the Scriptures in the American 
Revised Version are all the tools needed. I sit with my 


heart open, and the question, ‘* What does this say to me,’’ - 


on my mind. Sometimes the question is directed toward 
a single sentence, sometimes toward a paragraph, or a 
whole chapter, or with reference to a paragraph beginning 
in one chapter and ending in another. (The paragraphing 
is one of the points of value of the American Revised 
Version.) 

As a result of the keeping of this question in mind, the 
meaning of the things seen comes to me. Results can best 
be shown by giving a sample from studies in John : 

15 : 26, 27. The double witness. 

16 : 4. i emergencies, 

16: 8-11. The triple conviction of the Spirit. 

16:13. The veracity of altruism, 

18:18. Preparation for denial. (See parallel passages). 
‘ 21:7. The seer and the doer. (See No. 121 of this 

ist.) 

These themes and texts are numbered, and the reference 
written on John 21 : 7 is as follows: No. 121. Acts 73 
44. The vision and the work. 

Sometimes this theme-making takes in more. than one 


chapter. A study in First Corinthians will serve to 
illustrate : 

1: 18-25. The nullification of human wisdom. 

1 : 26-30. The nuilification of human glory. 


2:1-16. The exaltation of God’s wisdom and glory— 
(1) In Christ (v. 1 to 5). 
(2) In the Spirit. (v. 6 to 16). 

The advantage of this method is that my own heart can 
be fed and inspired while information and the mastery of 
the Book comes-to me for others. It furnishes a sufficient 
amount of purely intellectual effort, and at the same time 
it is devotional. Spending from half an hour to two hours 

daily over the Bible, and writing down 





study of the International Lesson, the 


Hurlbut’s ** Outlines of the Old and 
New Testament”’ is of great help to 


A-Bible-Lover’s Thanksgiving ,,.., °°” we: 


OD. of the Book !. ‘Its Way, its Truth, its 


Of paradise, the glorious eloquence, 


the meaning in this way, makes prepa- 
ration for prayer-meeting or preaching 
un easy matter. This makes the Bible 
to me the freshest and newest book, 
and after following the method for 
two years, I find it still has an inde- 


me in placing events, and I enjoy using 
the Greek Testament, though I think 
it is by no means essential with the 
many fine notes. we have access to. I 
have never used any system of Bible- 
marking, but am open to suggestion 
on this point.— Vera Rankin Grawn, 
Duluth, Minn. 


Committing the Word.—One of 
the very best methods of Bible study 
that I know is to commit it to mem- 
ory. Years ago I heard Dr. Munhall, 
the evangelist, recite from memory a 
portion from the Book of Kings. I 
was so much impressed with that read- 
ing that I have tried since to do the 
same thing. I have found that:my 


‘limit is about five verses a day. I be- 


gan with twelve verses, but. found that 
I was overtaxing myself, having a great 
deal of other mental work todo. Every 





; Life ! 
The Way that leads through all its fruited 
realm ; 

The Truth irradiant from every page ; 
The Life that holds it-young for evermore ! 
I thank thee that it was not from the skies 
Through riven clouds these heavenly writings 

fell, 
But from the-trembling fingers of.thy men, 
On paper crumpled with humanity ! 
Thy Book, the meeting-place of God and men ! 
Our Book, the meeting-place of men and God ! 
For Abram’s faith and Movants faithiess fear, 
For — vision and his trickery, 
For David's odes and David's deadly sin, 
Elijah's courage and his cowardice, 
Peter confessing and denying too, 
And Paul the martyr persecuting Christ— - 
I thank thee for the record of it all, 
The, best in man, the craven worst in man, 
Because through all ouf blest Redeemer shines, 
Lifting and loving sinners to himself ! 


. Lthank thee, woadrous’ Author, for the-gieams 


‘Lhe prophecies and parables and psalms, 

The splendid march of heroes and true kings, 

For kindly proverbs and for wingéd prayers, 

‘he Bible’s amplitude and loveliness ; 

But more for him, oh, endless more for him, 

‘Lhy Son, who binds these volumes to one Book ; 

Who — through all its chapters, hinted 

ere 

And. there disclosed ; whose voice is heard afar 

In Horeb’s thunder, and divinely near 

Upon the Horns of Hattin ; thanks for him 

Whose purpose wrote the Book ere Moses came, 

Whose guidance drew the Book through hun- 
gering 

Of groping ages to the Easter dawn ; 

Whose presence in the Book re-hallows it 

Through his unfolding years for evermore. 

It mirrors us that it may mirror Him 

Beside us. It repeats our waverings 

That it may show His constancy. It lives 

Because He lives, and longs to live in us. 

Oh, highest praise to God for what He is ! 

Oh, ‘praisé to God for what we may become ! 








—— Soe 


scribable charm for me.—W. £. For- 
sythe, Essex, Mo. 


A Busy Mother’s Plan,—God has 
told us in his Word that he will put 
his laws into our minds and write 
them upon our hearts, and the only 
way I can have them put within my 
mind and written upon my heart is by 
committing them to memory. I have 
been taking a chapter and learning 
three or four verses a day (I am a wife 
and mother and have many duties to 
perform) until I have completed that 
chapter, Last week I learned the 
eighth chapter of Romans and this 
week the Ninety first Psalm, or part 
of it, and the very spirit and life of 
them seems to fill my being. I find 
this the best method of studying God's 
Word.—Mrs. Edith Thompson, Craf- 
ton, Pa. 
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A_method thet all can follow - - © 


Bringing Scotland Back to the Bible 
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By George T. B. Davis 





¥ IS doubtless a safe assertion that no nation has 
had such a glorious record for upholding, honor- 
ing, and defending the Word of God as has Scot- 
land, the land of heroes and martyrs. Yet during 
the past generation or two there has been an increas- 
ing decline in the reading, memorizing, and honoring 
of the Bible in this land that was once its stalwart 
champion, with a general lowering of spiritual tone. 
A concrete example of this is found in the motto of 
the city of Glasgow, It was originally, ‘‘ Let Glas- 
gow flourish by the preaching of the Word,’’ To-day 
it has been reduced to, ‘‘ Let Glasgow flourish.’’ 

In the midst of these conditions the Pocket Testa- 
ment League was introduced. After much prayer 
and quiet preparation the movement was launched 
throughout the country on the third of March, 1912, 
and it soon swept over the land. Perhaps no single 
fact indicated more fully the success of the movement 
than this: in the city of Glasgow 590 policemen, in- 
cluding the chief constable, enlisted in the crusade to 
carry God's Word with them, and to read at least one 
chapter daily. 

Nearly five years ago a godly Glasgow woman, who 
believed strongly in the power of the living Word, 
heard of the Pocket Testament League movement, 
had League cards printed, and has since given away 
| more than a thousand Testaments to those who would 
| fulfil the two League conditions: always to carry a 
Testament or Bible with one, and to read at least a 
chapter daily. , 

In October, 1911, a representative of the move- 
ment went to Scotland and found that many there 
were longing and praying for a great spiritual awak- 
ening. After much prayer a conference of a few 
Christian leaders was held in Glasgow, including the 
Moderator of the United Free Church of Scotland, a 
prominent minister of the Established Church, two 
men of title, one of whom had been Lord Provost of 
Glasgow, and a well-known representative of Sunday- 
school work. At this conference the aim and ob- 
jects of the League were explained, and plans were 
outlined. The proposals met with hearty approval, 
and it was decided to endeavor to launch the move- 
ment on a national scale, by the medium, if possible, 
of the natural leaders, —the ministers of the evangel- 
ical churches throughout the land. 

In the working out of this plan the moderators and 
heads of various denominations rendered invaluable 
assistance. A letter appealing to the ministry of 
Scotland to inaugurate the movement upon a set day 
was drawn up and signed by the moderators and 
principals of the Established Church of Scotland, of 
the United Free Church of Scotland, the Free Church, 
the Baptist Church, the Wesleyan Church, the Con- 
gregational Church, the Original United Secession 
Church, and the Plymouth Brethren. In addition, a 
history of the movement, together with two specimen 
League Testaments, were sent to each of nearly four 
thousand ministers and congregations. 

The letter to the ministry was a strong, sane appeal. 
It said in part : 

‘‘It is generally agreed that the rush of modern 
life, the multiplicity of newspapers and magazines, 
and the spirit of unrest pervading the industrial 
world, have brought about a gradual decline in the 
daily devotional reading of the Word of God. This 
tendency is especially to be deplored in Scotland, 
which has been foremost among the nations in de- 
fending, upholding, and honoring the Scriptures. 

‘¢It seems an auspicious time to inaugurate a 
movement having for its object the checking of this 
tendency, and the creation of a new interest and 
larger enthusiasm for the reading and study of the 
Word of God. Hence we venture to bring to the at- 
tention of the ministry the movement known as the 
Pocket Testament League, which God has graciously 
used in other lands for reviving and quickening old 
and young, both within and without the Church, 
through the daily use and reading of the Word, be- 
lieving that it will be the means of helping many to 
overcome the doubts and difficulties so often raised in 
these days relative to the verities of our faith. 

‘«Two of the most commendable features of the 
League are : its sanity and simplicity. It is simply a 
method of bringing new life and vitality into every 
existing organization by inducing the individual to 
read a chapter or more in the Bible daily, and to 


carry the Word ready for use at any time and under 
any circumstances, 

‘In view, therefore, of the simplicity of this scheme 
and of its success elsewhere, we commend it to the 
ministry, suggesting the first Lord's Day of March, 
1912, for launching the movement simultaneously. 

‘«We believe that the inauguration of this move- 
ment may help to make the coming years memorable 
in the spirftual history of Scotland, and we heartily 
commend it to the ministers and members of the 
churches.’’ 

Such statements coming from the heads of the vari- 
ous denominations carried great weight, and the min- 
istry heartily responded to the appeal. Upon the day 
appointed the League was inaugurated in a multitude 
of churches throughout Scotland with much fervor 
and enthusiasm. In one mission hall it is said that 
one thousand people rose to their feet signifying their 
desire to enlist in the League; and a Glasgow minis- 
ter, in bringing the matter before his congregation, 
said he believed the Pocket Testament League ‘‘ was 
a divinely inspired movement, with power in it to give 
to this age the one thing the age required.’’ 

Some idea of the eagerness with which the move- 
ment was received throughout Scotland is shown by 
the fact that in fourteen days requests were received 
from ministers and others for fifty thousand cards of 
membership ; and in three weeks twelve thousand 
Testaments, more than half of them leather editions, 
were sold from the League headquarters alone. 

The movement has found favor among all classes, 
from lowest to highest. In a lodging-house mission 
some men who were hopeless and homeless enlisted 
in the League, accepted Christ, and a new light 
shone on their faces as their new life commenced. A 
home in the slums of Glasgow that was as black a 
picture of sin and misery as I have ever seen became 
a bit of paradise regained. The daily chapter was 
read, and the members gathered together each even- 
ing for family prayer. One Sunday morning, in a 
poor part of Glasgow, nearly three hundred young men 
and women, most of them factory employees, signed 
cards of membership agreeing to carry Testaments 
with them and read one or more chapters daily. A 
man in a Scottish village wrote that seven persons had 
confessed Christ during a few weeks. 

The universal appeal of the plan is revealed from 
the fact that the list of Glasgow members, some time 
after the League was launched, included 100 news- 
boys, 100 telegraph messenger-boys, 100 soldiers, the 
manager and 34 cooks, waitresses, and other em- 
ployees in a city restaurant, 300 tramway men, and, 
as already stated, 590 policemen, including the chief 
constable of the city. As one policeman was reading 
his Testament he came to Acts 9 : 5, decided that he 
too was persecuting Christ, and gave his heart to the 
Lord, 

A Scottish lady became so enthusiastic over the plan 
that she not only herself joined, but she gathered to- 
gether the people on her estate, induced all who could 
read to enlist, and presented each with a pocket Tes- 
tament. The Scottish secretary of the League, Mr. 
John Stuart, M. A., states that among the cards of 
membership received was the name of an earl. The 
Reverend the Right Honorable Lord Blythswood, in 
welcoming the movement to Scotland, and becoming 
a member of the National Council, said: ‘‘ It urges 
the very thing required. Where there is knowledge of 
the Word, there is the best argument for it.’’ 

One of the most interesting and far-reaching 
features of the movement in Scotland has been the 
effort to make the movement minister comfort, help, 
and blessing to the prisoners in the jails, and the sick 
and the suffering in the infirmaries and hospitals. A 
Christian philanthropist in Glasgow has offered beau- 
tifully illustrated pocket Testaments to all the inmates 
of two large prisons who will enlist in the League, as 
well as handsome leather Testaments to the wardens 
who join. In the infirmaries and hospitals the same 
plan has been followed, illustrated Gospels and Tes- 
taments being given to the patients, and leather Testa- 
ments to the nurses who agree to the League.condi- 
tions. No one can estimate how much. joy and glad- 
ness, and how many redeemed and transfigured lives, 
will result from this heaven-born plan of reaching sad 
and suffering humanity with the 4ving Word of the 
living God. 


as 
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The World’s Morning Watch 


By William ‘B. Oliver 


Perhaps you did not know that an international an- 
ization known as “‘ The World’s Morning Watch "' is 
quietly and effectively at work leading individuals and 
homes into the blessings of daily devotional Bible 
study, prayer, and family worship. The organ of the 
movement is a monthly magezine, smal! but rich, en- 
titled ‘* Daily Bible,’’ which contains a brief devotional 
Scripture exposition for each day of the month. The 
Secretary shows in this article something of what thi 

greatly needed movement stands for. ‘“ ily le ’’ 
may be ordered, for 50 cents a year, from The World's 
Morning Watch in the United States, 156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York; and further information may be had from 

Mr, Oliver at that address. 


I Sage last time I heard Phillips Brooks, he said to a 
great throng of men: ‘‘And then read your 

Bible. ... Read an old story that my life in 
these new days shall be regenerated and saved? Yes, 
do just that, for out of the book, if you read it truly, 
shall come the divine and human person. If you read 
the book with your soul as well as with your eyes, 
there shall come the Christ there, walking in Pales- 
tine. You shall see him so much greater than the 
Palestine in which he walks, that at one word of 
prayer, as you bend over the illuminated page, there 
shall lift up that body-being of the Christ, and come 
down through the centuries and be your helper at 
your side. So read your Bibles.’’ 

The appeal gripped me. No one can quite get 
away from the influence of those early days of Bible 
reading when one’s mother reads a chapter a day, 
and puts life into it. 1 knew what the great preacher 
meant. Bible reading to find the sympathetic Christ 
ought to make a tremendous appeal to every one. 
But some one must be a specialist to say over and over 
again the unpopular words, «‘ Read, read, and persevere 
in your reading.’’ Only then does Christ come and 
walk with us. It is the business of the organized move- 
ment known as ‘‘The World’s Morning Watch’’ to 
say this, to reinforce preacher and layman alike, in 
the endeavor to get the Book read and practised. 

God could not have intended life to be so complex, 
or the day’s duties so many or so heavy, that we 
should have no time for him. The Morning 
Watch movement appeals for a definite time for Bible 
reading. ‘The outcome is too great to take risks with 
tired fragments of time in which to listen to God’s 
voice in counsel, in commission, or in fellowship. 
We ask you, ‘because so few think to do it, and be- 
cause life is too short to be neglected on the 
Godward side, to be as regular at Bible reading 
as you are at breakfast or at your morning paper. 
Most people do not need the example of Bible charac- 
ter or the experience of Jesus to prove the worth of 
the practise—shey need consistent experiment. 

General ‘‘ Chinese’’ Gordon, in writing to his sister 
in England, said that in the barren time in his own 
Christian experience, when Christ was not a reality to 
him, he read the Bible a great deal, and that with the 
reading of the Scripture Christ again became a reality 
to him. Not more service, but more solitude, is the 
crying need of the church to-day. Any method which 
provides a trysting-place is good. A trysting-place is 
a retreat, known to lovers only, where freedom to 
think and speak is at its best. The Bible and a good 
firm intention make the place. It is the place of 
God’s choicest opportunity with you. 

The matter also goes past individual need to the 
need of the churches. Prayer-meetings that make 
much of private practise are public blessings. In 
them our people need the simplest expository Bible 
teaching. ‘The World’s Morning Watch has helped 
a thousand prayer-meetings by introducing system- 
atic Bible reading, with its daily use by the people 
and its weekly exposition by the pastor. 

Keeping the Morning Watch by families is the par- 
ents’ strength and the children’s heritage. It is the 
forgotten secret of the church. Said a bright young 
business man not long ago, ‘‘Our morning devotions 
make my day—lI live in the atmosphere of my home 
altar all day.’’ To another who said he had no time 
a friend said, ‘* What an oversight on God’s part !”’ 
And the remark burned its way in. It is our misuse 
of time for which we apologize by saying ‘‘ no time.”’ 
There zs time, and there are helps ; and all that a 
family man needs for his home altar is a determina- 
tion—God has provided the rest. It's a great thing 
to show a man how to use his assets. If a thousand 
pastors would revive family worship in their churches 
this very Lenten season they would find themselves 
in the most profitable task of their ministry. The 
Morning Watch Movement exists to help this along. 

It is a big task to which the Board of the World's 
Morning Watch have given themselves, and yet a 
bigger word than *‘ Impossible'’ in our day is * All 
Power.'’ The very difficulty presents the challenge. 
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LORIE H cy 


LESSON FOR MARCH 2 (Gen. 15; 17: 1-8) 


Study may be too large a word for our use ; reading 
is not. Since the Morning Watch Movement began 
its daily exposition in Daily Bible thirteen years ago 


_a dozen great religious papers have provided similar 


readings. This alone is proof of the practicability of 
the plan, and the proof of its real value is the pres- 


“THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ence of Christ in our lives as the daily Companion 

and the final Goal. Ours is but the attempt at organ- 

ized regularity in spiritual things along the lines of 

Bible readings, prayer, and family worship, Our 

place is at the sources of life, our equipment the Book. 
New York Ciry. 





A New York lawyer’s plan for real Bible study 
\_ 








How a Layman Uses Different Bibles 


—s 


By William D. Murray 








URING many years I have been evolving a plan 
which helps me and which therefore may help 
others. My plan is really very simple ; it is Zo 

have different copies of the Bible for different purposes. 

For instance, I believe in studying the Bible by 
books, so I prepared for this by getting a good sized 
copy of the American Revised Edition, with clear 
print. This I had cut up and bound in four volumes, 
the first containing the historical books of the Old 
Testament, the second the poetical books, the third 
the prophetical, while the fourth volume is the New 
Testament. This I call my Book Study Bible, for 
when I am studying a certain book I study it in this 
Bible. I open one of these volumes at that particular 
book, and it lies flat before me all the time I am 
studying. If 1 wish to consult some other book of the 
Bible, I go to another Bible. On the wide margins 
of this Book Study Bible I write in ink an outline of 
the book, —a/ter I have completed the study, not as I 
make it, for I find that such an outline needs revi- 
sion. After the outlines of the book study are written 
in, whenever I want to get the setting of a certain pas- 
sage I can get it quickly in this Book Study Bible. 

In like manner I have an interleaved copy of the 
New Testament, which I use for my historical study 
of the life of Christ. At the top of each page I have 


. written the date of the event recorded and the place ; 


maps have been inserted, showing the journeys, in 


(front I.have placed an index of the principal events 


im his life, and in other ways I have made this Bible 
help me in the study of the life of Christ. 

I keep several Bibles, on the pages of which I 
make no marks, To these I go when I want to read 
afresh some passage which I have marked in some 
other Bible. Besides a clean copy of the revised 
Bible, I use a'so for this purpose the volumes of the 
Modern Reader's Bible and the Temple Bible, the 
former giving the Revised Version, the latter the 
Authorized. 

Of course I carry a Testament in my pocket, so 
that odd moments on the train or elsewhere can be 
utilized. Sometimes this is a Revised Version, some- 
times the Authorized, for I have a number of such 
Bibles. ‘These I have purchased at various confer- 
ences or conventions as memorials of the gatherings. 
Here, for instance, is one bought at Northfield Student 
Conference in18go on the flyleaf of which is written, 
‘Admit, Commit, Transmit.’’ 

In this connection I use clean copies of all the ver- 
sions I can get hold of, such as'The Modern Speech 
New Testament, The Twentieth Century New Testa- 
ment, and the like. 

Some years ago I began to realize that the Bible 
was the world’s great missionary book, so I bought a 
copy; Ruby, 18mo thin, bound in limp leather, an 
easy book to carry, and I know this one as my Mis- 
sionary Bible. In the back I have pasted some mis- 
sionary charts, to bring before my eye quickly their 
telling arguments for missions. On some of the blank 
pages I have asked the missionaries and misssionary 
secretaries whom I have met to write their names, and 
I now have fully one hundred and fifty autographs. 

Throughout the book I have marked missionary 
verses like Carey's text (Isa. 54 : 2, 3), Allen Gardi- 
ner’s (Psa. 62 : 5-8), Chalmers’ (2 Chron. 14 : 11, 12). 
Also texts of missionary sermons which I have heard : 
‘Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be 
with you’’ (Gen. 43:5); Pray, Go, Give (Matt. 9: 
36 to 10: 8). 





The various editions of the Bible mentioned in this article may be 
had from the following publishers, or from the Timés Co. : 

American Standard Revised Bibles. Thomas Nelson and Sons, 
Fourth Avenue and 27th Street, New York City. 35 cents to $18. 

The Oxford Bibles Oxford University Press, 29 West 32d Street, 
New York City 45 cents to $20. 

The Modern Reader’s Bible. Macmillan Co., 66 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. Each volume, 50 cents, cloth ; 60 cents, leather. 

The Temple Bible. J. B. Lippincott Co., East Washington Square, 
Philadelphia Each volume, 40 cents, cloth ; 60 cents, leather. 

‘The Modern Speech New Testament. The Baker and Taylor Co., 
Unien Square North, New York City. §r to $2 

The ‘Twentieth Century New Testament. Fleming H. Revell Co., 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York City. §r to gs. 


Then on other blank pages I have written famous 
missionary sayings. Here are two or three: ‘I think 
the word sacrifice ought never to be used in Christ's 
service’’ (James Chalmers). ‘It was not so much a 
call to Inuia that I received as an acceptance for 
India’’ (Bishop Thoburn). ‘« «Every citizen a soldier,’ 
is the true watchword for the church and missions"’ 
(Mackay). All of this, simple as it may be, serves to 
bring the great cause of missions and the great mis- 
sionary Buok closer together in my life, and helps to 
keep my missionary zeal warm. 

But I have still another Bible, and this is my 
best one. It is an old Oxford, octavo, given to me 
by my mother years ago. I had it divided into two 
volumes, Old Testament and New Testament, and in- 
terleaved. This I call my Devotional Bible, for I use 
it in my devotional study. It is the King James’ 
Version, because that is the Bible of my boyhood, and 
I like to stir up recollections of childhood. In this 
Bible I put all my devotional notes, outlines of devo- 
tional addresses, etc. For instance, I find opposite 
Acts 28 : 30: ‘* We get more from Paul in prison than 
from Paul in the third heaven.’’ Romans 8 is called, 
‘*A rest-house for the saints.’’ 1 Corinthians 2 : 10, 
‘««Christ is the voice of God withvoué the man ; tlie 
Spirit is the voice of God within the man.'’ Oppo- 
site 1 Corinthians 13 I have written an outline of 
Drummond's Greatest Thing in the World. I mark 
it generously, underlining and emphasizing words, 

I have also added a great many new marginal ref- 
erences. Here is Galatians 6 : 7, against which I 
have put a swarm of texts: Daniel 6 : 24; Exodus 
32:20; Judges 9:56, 57; Esther 7:9; Jeremiah 
12 : 13, and 1 Samuel 2:22. These give me Scrip- 
tural illustrations of the great truth that whatsoever a 
man soweth that shall he also reap. In the back of 
the Bible I have inserted a little blank-book, on 
which I have copied poems and quotations, putting 
at the head of each one the verse I connect it with. 

Not the, least helpful thing I have done with this 
Bible is indexing my reading. This has been done 
in this way: As I read a book I mark on the mar- 
gin any text or illustration of a text I run across, 
and put the number of the page on the fly-leaf at the 
back of the book. On one of the blank pages in the 
back of my Bible I wrote the numbers 1 to 100, 
When I finish the book I have been reading, I write 
its name opposite one of these numbers, and then, 
looking through the marked pages, put the number of 
the book and the number of the page opposite the 
verse in the Bible which it illustrates. For instance, 
I turn to John 14 : 16 and find 84: 293. Turning to 
the blank page on which I have my list of books, I 
find that number 84 is Hillis’ ‘‘Influence of Christ 
in Modern Life’’; and 293 means that in this book, 
on page 293, I will find a reference to or an illus- 
tration of John 14:6. I suppose now after ten 
years of use I have nearly a thousand references of 
this kind, 

On the page where the books are listed opposite the 
number 54 are the words, ‘* File-case under letters.’’ 
‘This means that in my file-case under the letter fol- 
lowing the number 54 will be found a clipping illus- 
trating the verse against which number 54 occurs. 
So also the blank-book in the back is given a number, 
and when this number occurs opposite a verse I look 
in the blank-book for a poem or quotation on the 
subject of that verse. 

Not only have these Bibles saved time for Bible 
study and collected a mass of material, but the Book 
and I are better friends because of this constant com- 
panionship. These particular volumes are peculiarly 
mine ; into‘them a good deal of myself has gone, and 
as we sit together in the library, and I affectionately 
turn the worn pages of my Devotional Bible or look 
again at the names in my Missionary Bible, I say to 
myself: ** What a book! It surely is from God."’ 

And yet I must say a word of warning against 
making a fetish of the Bible. Jesus said, speaking 
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of the Old Testament Scriptures, ‘‘ Ye search the 
Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal lite, 
and these are they which testify of mé; and ye will 
not come uato me that ye might have life.’’ And 
the writer to the Hebrews tells us that God who spoke 
in time past through the prophets has now spoken to 
us through his Son. What we want is not the Bible, 
but Jesus Christ; not a book, but a Person. Yet 
anything that brings us closer to him, that leads us to 
think more often of him, must be good for us, I find 


that this blessed companionship of the Bible has done 


this for me. 
PLAINFIELD, N. J. 


ee 
The Stored-Up Bible 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Does it pay to learn the Bible by heart? An 
experience and a testimony make their answer 


CHRISTIAN man recently awoke in the morning 
with the realization that he had suffered defeat 
in his personal life the evening before. He 

kneeled in prayer, but he could not ‘ get right’’ with 
God. He commenced dressing, with the idea that 
after he was dressed he would go apart to be alone 
with God in prayer, and thus fight it out until he had 
let God forgive and restore him completely. Mean- 
time he accepted the fact that his fellowship with God 
was not what it should be, and his heart was heavy. 

As he dressed, he did what he had been doing since 
early in the year,—repeated the verses of a Psalm 
that he was committing to memory. He was follow- 
ing the plan of the ‘‘ Bible Success Band,'’ learning 
a verse a day; and he had been using the time of 
dressing to do this. On this particular morning he 
had not been long at it before the words of the Psalm- 
ist were singing themselves straight into his very 
heart, with the meaning that God himself had put 
into them thousands of years before. And a moment 
later he was ‘‘right with God’’: he had been unable 
to withstand the grace and love and forgiveness that- 
God, through the Psalmist, was pouring out for him 
then and there. He saw that he need not wait until 
he was dressed and could go apart for special prayer 
before being freely forgiven and fully restored. He 
took all that God offered him, all that God zs in Christ 
Jesus, for his very own again, to he at once his very 
life; and he was saved from the failure and peril of 
further delay in entering into the joy and power and 
peace and freedom of his Lord. 

It was God’s Word that worked this swift miracle 
for him. Without the message of the Bible just 
then there is little likelihood that he would have received 
at once the blessing that came to him ; and the absence 
of it might have opened the way for failure after fail- 
ure all day long. Moreover, it was the memorizing 
of God’s Word that was the occasion of this unex- 
pected and sorely needed blessing. The daily morn- 
ing habit of committing the Word to memory, ‘ by 
heart,’’ gave God the opportunity that He so eagerly 
used, 

There are peculiar and very rich blessings in the 
memorizing of Scripture. Not only does it give God 
frequent opportunity to speak directly and searchingly 
to us, but it gives us an opportunity to look deep into 
the heart-meaning of the words that we are memoriz- 
ing, until we see in them beauties and riches and a 
power that we never saw before. We can learn what 
our covenant-keeping God meant when he said to 
Joshua, ‘‘ Thou shalt meditate thereon day and night.’’ 
The writer can testify that in the Scripture which he 
has this year been committing to memory he has found 
riches that he had never seen before, though that 
same Scripture had long been familiar. 

And he is grateful to the ‘‘ Bible Success Band’’ 
for leading him into these riches. It is the use of the 
plan of that Band that has brought him, with thou- 
sands of others, into the new blessings of Scripture 
hid in the heart. The Bible Success Band is quietly 
doing its work around the globe ; it has the quietness, 
and it has also the power, of Him who says, ‘ Be 
still, and know that I am God.’’ 


Fuller information about the Bible Success Band was 
given in The Sunday School Times of February 1, on 
pages 78, 79. The booklet of the Band, giving the Scrip- 
ture references for memorizing for every day of the year 
1913, with other interesting material, may be ordered from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia, at 10 cents, or $1 for a dozen copies. The 
plan may be commenced at any time, without going back 
to the beginning of a month or a year. Those who desire 
copies also of the 1912 Bible Success Band booklet, giving 
references for 366 choice verses for memorizing, may obtain 
them, as long as the supply lasts, from The Sunday School 
Times Company for § ce ts exch. 
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Making the Adult Bible Class Succeed 


The organization that can reach cowboys on the ranch or girls in the city 





Getting the Y. W. C. A. to Help 


HE leader of a class of young women in an East- 
ern city was a little surprised to receive a letter 
from the secretary of the Young Woman's 

Christian Association, in which a request for an in- 
terview was made ‘‘in behalf of a young woman in 
whom your class might be particularly interested.’’ 

When the leader of the class called at the Associ- 
ation. rooms the secretary said : 

‘I have heard something of the work of your 
Bible class, and I have thought that you might feel 
particularly interested in this young woman, as her 
parents are members of a church of your faith, and I 
have a letter from her father asking me to try to get 
his daughter interested in Christian work. She is not 
herself a member of the church, and does not seem 
very much interested in Christian work of any kind.”’ 

Then followed information of a personal character, 
and the secretary closed by saying : 

‘It seems to me that the Young Woman's Chris- 
tian Association and the Sunday-school ought to 
come into still closer co-operation since the organized 
Bible class movement has come into existence. We 
have many girls here who ought to be in such classes. 
This Young Woman's Christian Association is oper 
to any leaders of Bible classes for women who care to 
call and see the girls, and we will give all the help 
we can in getting them into the Sunday-school.”’ 

It would pay the leader of every young women’s 
Bible class to get into touch with the Young Woman's 
Christian Association, and keep in touch with it. 
Not only girls living in the Christian Association build- 
ings, but girls in boarding-houses may be discovered 
and helped by co-operation of this kind.—C. CG C. 


% 
“My Lady Friend” of the Bible 


UT on the Western plains, in a small Colorado 

town, there is a class called ‘‘ The Stand-bys,”’ 
a remarkable class of men and boys, most of 
them cowboys and ranchmen, taught by a woman. 
‘The number in the class varies from ten to fifty, as 
conditions afford them employment, but the boys are 
true_to their name. ‘' The Standbys’’ 
realized that they were not as familiar 





No, 2. I walked up to the first woman I saw and 
asked her if I might introduce her to the other boys. 
She was a married woman and her husband was older 
than she, and had been operated upon before she 
married him, She had no mother-in-law. She would 
have made a good wife for a ranchman, for she wasn't 
a bit afraid of snakes. She was named for the wrong 
end of the day. 

Answer—Eve. ; 

No 3. I want to introduce a young good-looking 
woman who was carrying a jug of water. She was 
good-natured too, for when a fellow asked her for a 
drink she gave him some. One day she saw 
an old bachelor in a field, and liked his looks, 
though he was forty years old. He liked her too. 
It was love at first sight. They were married and 
after a while a Palestine stork left two babies at their 
tent, the first twins I ever read of. 

Answer—Rebekah. 

No. 4. My friend lived in a pretty valley and was 
a ‘*knowin’*’ woman, and would swoop down ona 
fellow ‘‘ like a bald-headed eagle on a one-eyed -hen."’ 
She flirted with a great big fellow who had his eyes 
put out. If he had studied on the middle syllable of 
her name he wouldn't have been so thick with her. 

Aunswer—Delilah, 

No. 5. I've brought a good-looking widow this 
morning. Her first husband was a ranchman and 
used to get full. She had a lot of policy and a little 
while after her husband died, married again, and her 
second husband became a king. 

Answer—Abigail. 

No. 6. My friend married her father’s cousin. 
She had a sister who needed an oculist. Her beau 
originated the instalment plan. He was his father- 
in-law’s hired man for twenty years. She had two 
boys and the first tombstone we know anything about. 

Answer—Rachel. 

No. 7. My friend is a widow. Her first husband 
lived ten years ; then she had to rustle to get a living 
for herself and her mother-in-law. There were no 


self-binders in those days so she could pick up quite 
a lot of grain. One night at midnight the rich man that 
owned the wheat-fields got scared and then he knew 
he loved the widow. 


Some “ Don’ts” for Adult Teachers 


ON’T ask questions the answers to which are 
perfectly obvious, There is no real work in 
them, and those who answer feel foolish. 

Don’t ask questions upon the answers to which you 
have not yourself thought hard. Not, however, that 
you must have the one and only correct answer : the 
adult teacher is not infallible. 

Don’t (ever) ‘‘side-step’*’ an earnest question, no 
matter bow upsetting it sounds, This does not mean 
you must answer off-hand ; it does mean that you 
share the divine responsibility of seeing that he who 
seeks finds, 

Don’t dominate. The ideal adult Bible class is 
not a benevolent despotism ; it is a democracy, 

Don’t worry about the man who takes the off side. 
He will do you lots of good by making you work 
harder and by developing your tact. ~ 

Don’t fail to make your members ¢kink. Too piti- 
fully often religious convictions stagnate. We have a 
hope, but no reason for the hope that is in us. We 
do not study to show ourselves approved unto God. 
In the adult class, of all places, these things ought 
not so to be.— Frederick Hall, Dundee, [il 
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Adult Class Questions 


Answered by W. C. Pearce, Superintendent of the 
International Sunday School Adult Department 


KANSAS.—I am greatly interested in the young men in a 
country community where I am teaching school, and want 
to organize a club and give them something interesting to do, 
‘They are not Christians, but I want to start something and 
eventually work it into a rural Y. M. C.’A. Can you advise 
me ?—B. O. W. 

O FAR as I know, there is no form of organization 
that will as easily, quickly, and effectively win young 
men as the modern organized Adult Bible Class. It 

is recommended for classes in all parts of the continent, 
in every sort of community, and representing all kinds of 
young men, 

Through the election of officers and the appointment 
tf committees it is possible to introduce a program for the 
mid-week activities that will enlist the energies and hold 

the interest of all. Your glee club, for ex- 
ample, could be made responsible for the 





with Bible characters as they ought to be, 
and a unique plan was tried which aroused 
interest and enthusiasm. 

The plan was called ‘« My Lady Friend 
of the Bible.’’ Slips were numbered to 
the extent of class members. Then each 
one drew a number, The young man 
drawing No. 1 had the first choice of the 
women of the Bible. No, 2 had second 
choice, and so on. Three minutes before 
close of lesson hour on the following 
Sunday the young man holding No. 1 
introduced his ‘‘ lady friend,’’ all but 
giving her name. Sometimes the class 
would have to study upon it during the 
week ; and no other could be introduced 
till the one previous had been recognized, 
and only one each Sunday. After all 
had been introduced, three minutes each 
Sunday was given to a review by putting 
in the form of questions the facts brought 
out in the introductions. 

The following are the forms of intro- 
duction used by this class of young men, 
ranging in age from fourteen to thirty. 
If the expressions used sound to some 
readers irreverent, or worse, let it be remembered that 
the members of this class are earnest, big-hearted 
Christians who had no thought of irreverence, but who 
spoke of the women of the Bible in the same «naf- 
fected, familiar way that seems to characterize the 
thought and speech on the Western plains. 

No.1. I ve brought the daughter of a preacher and 
the wife of apreacher. A mighty good woman. Her 
husband was dumb for a while, but when he began to 
talk said the right thing. She had one boy. a great 
preacher who never had a hair cut. 

Answer— Elisabeth. 


The Cowboy Bible Class Lined 
The Bible study of “ The Stand-bys” does not resemble the work of most Sunday- 
school classes, but the real grip that the Bible takes on these sons of the Western 
plains is a fresh evidence of the living power of that Word which brings new life to 
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men wherever men are found. 


Answer—Ruth. 

No. 8. I want to introduce a grand woman to you 
this morning. There are lots of pictures of her in the 
world. She was a Jewess. She had a little boy, and 
everybody has heard of him. The boy came very 
near being killed when he was a little baby, and when 
he was twelve he was lost. The last the Bible tells 
us of this woman she was in that ten-day prayer-meet- 
ingin Jerusalem. She was so good I’m most ashamed 
to bring her here. 

Answer—Mary. 

-— Neenah FE. Murtha, Avondale, Colo. 


lp Around Their Lady Teacher 


musical features of all your mid-week social 
and literary functions as well as tor the spe- 
cial music for your Sunday sessions. Other 
committees could be appointed that would 
enable you to utilize the specific abilities of 
every member of your class. By introduc- 
ing these methods you make Bible study the 
center of the class-life, from which could 
radiate a spiritual influence that would cun- 
trol every other form of-class activity, This 
would give you the best possible start toward 
your goal, a rural Y. M. C, A. 

The International Adult Bible Class leaf- 
lets Numbers Two, Three, and Four contain 
much information that will be helpful to you 
in your Bible class work. Number Two déals 
with class organization, and Three and Four 
give hints as to the duties of officers and 
committees, and various forms of class activ- 
ities. If you wish to secure copies for your 
officers they may be had by addressing your 
State Sunday-school Association office, Re- 
flector Building, Abilene, Kansas. 











ILLINOIS.—I have in my school a young 
ladies’ class known as the Willing Workers : 
also a young men’s class known as the Gideons, 
Both classes have a certificate of recognition, 
but some of each class wish to combine and 
have one teacher teach both classes. They 
range in age from about sixteen to twenty-eight years of age. 
Do you think that it is best to let the two classes unite and be 
taught by one teacher. and still remain two separate classes ? 
Does the church have anything to say as to what an organ- 
ized class can do? Some members of each class do not want 
to unite. —C, D. 

XPERIENCE has taught that, generally speaking, it is 
better to have young men and young women organ- 
ized into separate classes, Certainly the general 

trend throughout the continent is for separation. Both 
young men and young women seem to have greater free- 
dom in separate classes, and they are more willing to serve 
as officers and upon committees, It is also less difficult to 
( Continued on page 110) 
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LESSON 9. MARCH 2. GOD’S COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM 
Genesis 15; 17: 1-8. _Commit Genesis 15 : 5, 6 





The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler 


Getting Started in Class 


N an autobiographical sketch of his life Edison tells 
how he perfected the incandescent lamp. After 
; much calculation and experiment, he learned that 
a carbon filament in a vacuum would give the result; 
but what sort of a filament was the question. The 
first filaments were made of paper and did pretty 
well, but they were far from satisfactory. * But I 
was not quite satisfied as to paper, or even with the 
more regular and homogeneous wood fiber filaments, 
and thus came to take up bamboo. We happened to 
have a palm-leaf fan on one of the tables. I was 
then investigating everything with a microscope, so 
I picked it up and found that it had a rim on the out- 
side of bamboo. We soon had that cut up into 
blanks and carbonized. On putting these filaments 
into the lamps we were gratified to see that the 
lamps were several times better than any we had 
succeeded in making before. I soon ascertained 
. why, and started a man off to Japan on a bamboo 
hunt. Before. J got through I had tested no fewer 
- than six cepueanll vegetable growths, and had ran- 
sacked the world for the most suitable bamboo. The 
use of bamboo was maintained for many years, until 
other processes dealing with such material as cellu- 
lose had been perfected,”” If an incandescent lamp 
takes so long to be perfected should we not expect 
that it would take time to bring a truly illuminated 
soul to perfection ?- When Abram started with God it 
was on a long journey, but he was certain of success. 
‘** He believed God.” 


The Teacher’s Preparation 


[The references throughout are’to other lesson articles in the Times.], . 


‘That teacher is fortunate who has enough spiritual 
imagination to translate this covenant of God with 
Abram into the terms of to-day, and to lead a scholar 

_to understand that God’s covenant is with us, every 


“one. Dr. Gray's article explains the deep significance 
of God's promises to Abram, what place the land of 


Canaan had in these promises, and how important in 
In next week’s issue 

ean Gray’s Bible Class will study in detail the 
events covered by this week’s-lesson text. Dr. 


, Thomas, in an opening sentence, and his note 
, on verse 1, indicated the close connection of the 


covenant with the adventure of Abram’s success- 
ful military expedition and rescue of his nephew, 
Lot; Professor Clow'’s second paragraph brings out 


. the same thought. Professor Clow’s third pay 


deals with that ‘‘fear not” so oft repeated in Scrip- 


_ ture, and his fourth paragraph opens up the latent 
. depression of Abram’s heart, which Dr. Thomas’ note 
_ on verse 2 also treats of. 


Dr. Mackie gives added 
information about Eliezer in his first paragraph. 
Professor Clow, at the end of his fourth paragraph, 
Mr. Ridgway 
has a practical thought here, Abram’s belief is the 
great central thought of the lesson (Professor Clow, 
5; Dr. Thomas, on v. 6, and Mr. Ridgway, 2, 3). 
Professor Clow’s sixth paragraph comments on 


- Abram’s request for assurance, and Dr. Thomas’ 


notes on verses g-11r indicate the form of covenant 
that God entered into with Abram. The thought of 
covenant is the theme of Mr. Wells’ plan, .which is 
rich with suggestions and illustration; see also Mr. 
Ridgway’s fourth paragraph. Professor Clow speaks 
of the covenant itself in his last paragraph ; in con- 
nection with which one should read his first: para- 
graph and Dr. Mackie’s account of the Jewish legends. 


The Class in Session 

Lot's first trouble came soon after he had separ- 
ated from Abram. He was captured in a raid made 
on the cities of the plain by Chedorlaomer. Abram 
shows the type of man he was by the decisive and 


. clever way in which he rescues his nephew. His 
- action is swift, accurate, and immediate. 


With his 
three hundred and eighteen trained men he effects a 
night ambush, and returns with Lot and much added 
booty. The plunder he refuses to touch, and returns 
to his tent as he left it. The victory brings him no 
exultation. The hope of his life seems to have re- 
ceded rather than drawn near. It is just at this 
juncture that God approaches him once more with 
that word so oft repeated, ‘‘ Fear not.” The frame of 
mind that Abram was in is shown by that despond- 
ent question, ‘‘ What wilt thou give me seeing I go 
childless?” The one thing that was promised him 
seemed now hopeless. Abram had already made up 
his mind to a substitute, a second best course, and 
had selected Eliezer as his heir. But with God there 
are no substitutes and no second bests. He will do 


Golden Text: He is faithful that promised.—Heb. 10 : 23 


Read Genesis 15-17 


§ And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now 
toward heaven, and number the stars, if thou be able to num- 
ber them * and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 6 And 


' he believed’ in Jehovah , and he reckoned it to him for right- 


eousness, -7. And he said unto him, I am Jehovah that brought 
.thee out of Ur of the Chal’dees, to give thee this land to in- 
herit it. 8 And he said, O Lord Jehovah, whereby shall I 
know that I shall inherit it? 9 And he said unto him, Take 
me a heifér thtee years old, and a she-goat three years old, 
and a ram three years old, and a turtle-dove, and a young 
pigeon. 10 And he took him all these, and divided them in 
the midst, and laid each half over against the other: but the 
birds divided he not. 11 And the birds of prey came down 
upon the carcasses, and Abram drove them away. 

12 And when the sun was going down, a 7 sleep fell upon 
Abram ; and, lo, a horror of great darkness fell upon him. 1 
And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shal 
be sojourners in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them ; 
and they shall afflict them four hundred years ; 14 and also 
that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and after- 
ward shall they come out with great substance. 15 But thou 
shalt go to thy fathers in peace ; thou shalt be buried in a good 
old age. 16 And in the fourth generation they shall come 
hither again : for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet full. 
17 And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it 
was dark, behold, a smoking furnace, and a flaming torch that 
passed between these pieces.. 18 In that day Jehovah made 
a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given 
this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river 
Eu-phra’tes. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 


~ 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times ) 

Chapter 15 : 2.—-Has the title ‘* Lord ’’ any significance 
here? Who was Eliezer of Damascus, and why was he 
likely to be the possessor of Abraham’s house? (Thomas ; 
Mackie, 1; Class in Session, 1.) 

Verse 3.—Whom did Abraham mean by “one born in 
my house’’? (Thomas. ) ‘ 

Verse 6.—What is meant by the statement, ‘“he reck- 
oned it to him for righteousness’? ? (Thomas; Clow, 5 ; 
Ridgway, 2; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verse 9.—What is symbolized in Abraham’s offering 
these animals and birds as a part of his covenant with 
Jehovah ? (Thomas; Clow, 7; Ridgway, 4.) 

Verse 10,—Why did Abraham not divide the birds ? 
(Thomas. } 

Verse 12.—What is meant by ‘*a horror of great dark- 
ness ’’?? (Thomas; Clow, 1.) 

Verses 13, 14.—What was the meaning of this prophecy 
about the future of Abraham’s posterity? (Thomas; Miss 
Lovett.) 

Verse 15.—What is the significance of the expression, 
-* go to thy “fathers in peace ’’? (Thomas.) 

Verse 17.—Explain this reference to ‘*a smoking furnace 
and a flaming torch’’ (‘homas; Ridgway, 5). 

Chapter 17: 1.—In what form did Jehovah probably 
appear to Abraham? Had the name here used by Jeho- 
vah, God Almighty, any significance not implied in the 
name Jehovah? What is the meaning of the command, 
‘* walk before me, and be thou perfect ’’ ? (Thomas. ) 

Verse 4.—In what sense was Abraham to be the father 
of a multitude of nations? (Thomas.) 

Verse 5.—What is the meaning of the names Abram and 
Abraham ?. (Thomas.) 

Verse 8.—Where was the land of Canaan? Has this 
prophecy that Canaan should be an everlasting possession of 
the descendants of Abraham failed ? (Thomas ; Gray, 7, 8.) 








just what he says. He repeats the promise, and 
calls him out to look at the stars, and ever after that 
until Isaac came when Abram went out at night under 
the brilliant Oriental sky every shining star whispered 
a promise to him and glittered with hope. 
erse six ought to be geen in gold and carved 
deep in the memory of every seeker after God. 
His faith ‘‘ was counted for righteousness.” With 
God there are no pretenses or unrealities. Faith 
was not a substitute for righteousness, but faith is 
the root and the beginning of righteousness. If a 
man will have faith in God all manner of righteous- 
ness will develop in him. And a man is satisfactory 
to God the moment he begins to move in the right 
direction. When a lad enters school, and does hon- 
est work every day, his father is satisfied ; his edu- 
cation is certain so long as he does that. When a 
man puts his faith firm in God, and wills to keep it 
there, come weal or woe, that man’s soul is destined 
to become righteous, and God accepts him, and is 
satisfied with him. It was not in doubt that Abram 
asked for some sign that would reassure him. It was 
the growing familiarity with God that encouraged 
him to ask for further admission into his purposes. 
The covenant that God made with Abram shows us 
that God was willing to treat him as a friend. ‘The 








covenant itself wasa test of Abram’s faith. Dr. Clow 
calls attention to the fact that it was a twenty-four- 
hour test. In the morning he takes his animals 
and prepares them as he would for a business coi. 
tract with the head of a neighboring tribe. All day 
he hovers about them, sitting silently, fasting. The 
people must have thought him daft,—the carrion 
towl must have disgusted him, the waning sun must 
have added despair with every fading gleam of light. 
But it was do or die with this man Abram, and he 
conquers, Jehovah approaches. The vision is 
granted, and he is shown 8 yyw? what oe 
pave and purposes are, and in testimony thereof the 

re, representing God, passed between those pieces, 
and the covenant was made. Was it worth while ? 

Then time went on and no child appeared. Again 
Abram failed to grasp the reality of the promise, and 
fell in with his wife Sarai’s suggestion that he have 
an heir by Hagar, her maid. So Ishmael is born. 
This is an advance over Eliezer, but it is still second 
best to what might be. So again Jehovan comes to 
Abram, and repeats the promise that his very own 
son by Sarai shall be his heir. 


The Lesson Summary 

The development of a great faith is slow. Faith 
is partly a matter of will, and that part of faith can 
be accomplished in a moment. But even when the 
will is fixed, faith may yet be a long way from per- 
fect. It is a great thing to grow into friendship with 
God, and it is not a trifling thing that is completed 
inaday. Abraham’s advance step by step into the 
realization that God actually meant just what he 
promised is typical of the growing Christian's expe- 
rience. We work out our own salvation in fear and 
trembling, for it is God that worketh in us. 

Abraham’s failures were many and repeated, but 
in one thing he never failed. e never turned his 
back on God ; he always believed, and, :that...was 
counted for righteousness, for out of that belief came 
righteousness, 


Questions for Class Use 

1. What were the ‘‘things’’ after which came the visit 
of Jehovah mentioned in verse 1? 

2. What was Eliezer’s position in the household ? 

3. How do you know that Abraham did not fully com- 
prehend God’s promise ? 

4. Why was it right for Abraham to ask a sign ? 

5. What are other cases in the Old Testament of men 
who asked signs and got them? 

6. What was the great test about that covenant? 

7. What did the covenant mean to Abraham ? 

8. Has the promise to the Hebrews all come to pass ? 


Other Teaching Points 

*¢ After these things.’’ It is after we have been doing 
our duty that special spiritual blessings come. All life is 
one, and a religious life is just ‘*life’’ done with a God- 
ward look. The lawyer who refuses to defend a ‘‘dirty’’ 
case is doing a religious thing, for that is what God would 
have a man do—keep clean. 

It was hard for Abraham to learn that God meant liter- 
ally just what he said. Never expect anything second-best 
from God. Wait for the best. 

Suppose Abraham did look foolish waiting beside the 
tokens of the covenant. It is the people who looked fool- 
ish for a time that open new doors. Paul looked foolish 
once to some people, so did Columbus, Wesley, Carey and 
a good manyothers. If you always do what people expect 
you to do you wili never do much. 

A big test means a big reward. Count it all joy when 
you fall into manifold temptation. 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Gen. 19 : 1-3, 12-29.) 


We have still to see what became of Abraham’s 
nephew, Lot. You remember that he chose to live 
near Sodom because there was comfort and profit in 
it. Evidently Lot had become very much at home in 
Sodom, for we find him sitting in the gate, which was 
the place of public meeting, the ‘‘club" where the 
people congregated to talk and to transact business, 


1. What did Abraham know about the impending fate 
of Sodom? 

2. What reference did Jesus make to these cities ? 

3. Why did not Lot’s sons-in-law listen to him ? 

4. Why was Lot spared? 

5. See if you can discover in the lesson : 


A dangerous place to sit. 

When it’s a good thing to have relations. 
What angels look like. 

When you’d better be blind. 

A man who was glad he lived in the country. 


Evanston, ILL. 
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The Covenant With the Believer 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. 


E SHALL enter more easily into the profound 
significance of this momentous experience if 
we realize that its events occur within twenty- 

four hours. Night had fallen when the word of the 
Lord came ina vision to Abram. It was midnight 
when Abram, awaking from his vision, went forth to 
behold the stars. When the morning light had come 
he prepared his sacrifice, and he watched by it 
through the long, hot hours of the day. After sun- 
set a deep sleep fell upon the famished and ex- 
hausted man. When ‘it was dark” he saw the 
smoking furnace and burning lamp pass between the 
divided victims. Inthe ‘horror of great darkness” 
—that is, in the tumult and anguish of his spirit—he 
heard God speak. The vision of the future shone 
upon him, and he rose up, awed, strengthened, en- 
raptured by the covenant of God, When we trans- 
late these terms into a modern experience their 
meaning will lie in clear light. 

** After these things,” writes the historian, putting 
this guiding line into our hands. Abram had re- 
turned to his quiet home from the rescue of Lot. The 
mood of despondency and the inrush of troubled 
thoughts mastered him, as they master us all at 
times. He felt the revulsion of feeling which visits 
us after days of stirring endeavor. ith a high- 
strung nature, as his was, this revulsion was deep. 
Fear also shook his heart. He realized how likely it 
was that the powerful chiefs he had defeated would 
make reprisals, and exact a pitiless revenge.. ‘Then 
came the mood of questioning. Was it worth while 
to make such strenuous endeavors? What reward 
had even a successful life at the best? To the man, 
saddened, vexed, shadowed by such thoughts, there 
always comes the vision and the Word. 

‘¢ Fear not, Abram.” Never are these words spoken, 
whether to Abram, or to Hebrew hero, or to disci- 
ples by Jesus, without a mingling of rebuke and 
comforting. They rebuke our discontent and dis- 
couragement, our worldliness and anxiety about our 
lot in life, our forgetfulness of God and his past 
goodness, ‘The comfort they bring is always this 
tonic given to Abram's fainting spirit. “I am thy 
shield, and thy exceeding great reward.” Not in 
our happy circumstances, not in our successes and 
securities, but in God himself and all he can be, and 
will be, to us, shielding ts from all that threatens, 
enriching us in all we need, there lies the supply of 
all our need. 

Then Abram unlocked his heart to God. Behind 
his darkened mood and his fear, and his despondent 
questionings, there lay his childlessness, What wilt 
thou give me, seeing I go childless?” is his cry to 
God in the midst of the vision. His childlessness 
was not only a sorrow, as itis felt to be in the East 
to this day. It was the perplexity of his mind and 
the trial of his faith, The promise had been clear. 
But now ten years have passed away. He is grow- 
ing old. Lot even has gone, The only possible heir 
is this Eliezer of Damascus. Mark God’s dealing. 
‘‘He brought him forth abroad.” Abram stood 
silent under the star-gemmed sky. He was familiar, 
as a Chaldean, with all theconstellations, The in- 
numerable host of heaven was marshaled before him. 
‘*So shall thy seed be.” A deep thrill passed through 
him. Faith with an mavens. of the heart possessed 
him, ‘' He believed in the Lord.” 

This is the first mention of this ruling word of the 
Bible.. ‘There, in the lonely, troubled man, who had 
come forth from his tent, fevered in mind and vexed 
in spirit, suddenly, in a moment, rising ‘1p to a dar- 
ing trust in God against all that seems possible, we 
get the illuminating picture of faith. Paul’s inspired 
insight fastened on it, and set the statement in his 
Epistle so as to disclose its meaning. It does not 
mean that God counted this belief as righteousness, 
because it was the germ and root of a character 
which would be righteous. It means that because 
Abram in his fear and doubt and weakness *' leaned 
upon,” or ‘stayed himself upon God,” as the word 
may be exactly rendered, God accounted that act of 
trust as righteousness. It is the one and only right- 
eousness to which a poor, faltering, weak, and erring 
man can attain. Not by any vow, or penitence, or 
work,—all of which have their place and virtue,— 
but by a daring act of trust in God’s love and mercy 
and faithfulness and power, are men saved. When 
we put that trust in God and his redemption by his 
Son it is accounted to men, burdened with sin and 
smitten with shame, for righteousness. Abram had 
never been so dear to God as on this lonely night 
when, in his weakness and perplexity, he stayed 
himself on the word of God. hat is the great mo- 
ment of every soul. 

But the morning light broke, gray, cold, disillu- 
sioning. ‘The visions of the night forsake us when 
the night is past. The great thoughts and-hopes, 
and even the great words, of a night of ecstatic joy 
in God seem too great, and even unreal, when the 
bustle and stir of the world’s traffic is in our ears. It 
was in the morning that Abram asked, ‘‘ Whereby 
shall I know that I shall inherit it?” In response to 
that cry God made the covenant with this believing 
yet diffident man. 
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With the idea of a covenant Abram was familiar. 
As a bargain, or treaty, or league, between men, and 
as a compact sealed by animal sacrifices, he saw it 
taking place every day. Such a.covenant as Noah’s 
displayed its nobler aspects. But this covenant in 
which God stooped to a man’s fear and weakness was 
wholly new. It is the eternal type of the covenant 
of Grace. It is the covenant not of a bargain, but of 
a relationship. ‘That is the secret. When the fire 
passed between the separated victims Abram knew 
that God had pledged himself to keep him to the end, 
and to fulfil his high desires. So God covenants 
with every little child, every aspiring saint, every 
ashamed and penitent man. He can rise from his 
knees and look abroad, as Abram did, on the ene- 
mies who hold the land, Kenites and Kenizzites and 
all the rest, and know that they will not prevail 
against the ‘‘ Friend of God.” 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


HE Section.~—The close connection of this with 
the preceding chapter is important. After the 
exciting events came a time of spiritual reac- 

tion, which is a common experience (1 Kings 19). 
The divine revelation is therefore most. appropriate. 


Light on Puzzling. Passages 


Chapter 15: 1.—Word of Jehovah came: First 
occurrence of this phrase, found frequently after- 
ward. Usually associated with divine revelations to 
the prophets.— Vision: Not a dream (v. 5). The 
revelation did not arise in the mind of the prophet, 
but was communicated to him from without ; it was 
something that could be seex.—Fear not: Showing 
that Abram must have had some fear as the outcome 
of a natural dejection after victory, doubtless caused 
by the ineyitable reaction after strain.—Shze/d... 
reward: Appropriate to the need of the moment. 
A shield against his foes lest the kings should come 
again.. A reward after victory in view of the refusal 
of the spoil (chap. 14). 

Verse 2.—Lord Jehovah: The word ** Lord” here 
is not the divine name ** Jehovah,” which; however, 
is connected with it. It represents a Hebrew word 
implying ** Master,” so that the phrase is different 
from the ‘* Jehovah God” inchapter 2: 4.— What wilt 
thou: Abram’s reply, thinking of his childless state. 
It seemed impossible that the promise made nine 
‘years before (chap. 12 : 2; 13 : 16) could be fulfilled, 
—Possessor: Failing a son or other natural inheritor, 
a favorite slave sometimes became heir.— Damascus : 
A native of the city from which Abram must have 
come on his way to Palestine (chap. 12 : 5). 

Verse 3.—One born: The Hebrew is ‘‘son of my 
house,” meaning that Eliezer was one of Abram’s 
family, though not literally born in the house. 

Verse 6.—Selzeved: The first mention of faith in 
Scripture. The root signifies to be ‘‘stedfast,” and 
Abram now settles himself firmly on the divine 
promise. The Hebrew is the same as our ‘‘ Amen,” 
and might be rendered ‘‘ Abram amen-ed’ the Lord.” 
‘* Amen” in Scripture never means supplication, but 
always affirmation.—Reckened: God accepted his 
faith as that which enabled him to come into a true 
relationship to Him whose promises he had trusted. 

Verse 7.—Ur of the Chaldees: 'The place whence 
Abram originally came (11 : 28). 

Verse 8.— Whereby shall I know: Not indicating 
distrust, but seeking a proof of fulfilment. 

Verses 9-11.—These describe the first and most 
ancient form of confirming a covenant. Animals 
were slain and divided into two parts, and then the 
parts were placed opposite to each other, while the 
[ete ons who entered into covenant passed: down 

tween the pieces, meeting in the middle and taking 
the oath (Jer. 34 : 18-20). 

Verse 9.— Three years ofa: Expressive of maturity 
and consequent fitness for sacrifice. ‘The animals 
are those which were subsequently ordered for sacri- 
fice (Lev. 1 : 2-7). 

Verse 10,— The. birds dividea he not: In accord- 
ance with the later law (Lev. 1 17). Probably 
because the two birds were regarded as one part of 
the sacrifice, and were set opposite each other. 

Verse 11.—Drove.: The birds of prey are perhaps 
symbolical of Israel’s enemies. 

Verse 12.—Deep sleep: A supernatural trance. 
The same word as in chapter 2: 21.—Horror: Pre- 
monitory of the coming revelation of Jehovah. 

Verse 13.—Sojourners: Although not named, the 
reference is, of course, to Egypt.—Four hundred 
years: Probably reckoned from the time when 
spoken, and agreeing with verse 16. See chapter 
12 : 3; Exodus 12: 40. Some reckon the whole 
period as spent in Egypt. 

Verse 14.—Sudstance. A promise repeated to 
Moses in Exodus 3 : 21, 22, and fulfilled in Exodus 
12 : 35, 36 (Psa. 105 : 37). 

Verse 15.—Z/hy fathers in peace: Abram should 
meet his fathers in the spirit world. It cannot refer 
to the same grave, since they were in Mesopotamia 
and he was buried in Canaan (chap. 25 : 9), and the 
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burial is also mentioned in this verse. A testimony 
to the future life. 

Verse 16,—Zhey: His descendants. — Amorite: 
The most powerful of the tribes of Canaan is here 
representative of all. 4 

erse 17.—Furnace: A cylindrical fire-pot used 
for baking.—Passed: The fire was symbolical of 
God’s presence, and it is noteworthy that this cove- 
nant was made, not as usual by both parties passing, 
but by God alone going through the pieces, while 
Abram slept. The covenant was one of grace, with 
God undertaking all the obligations and Abram ac- 
cepting and enjoying the blessings. 

erse 18.—7he river of Egypt : Pretty certainly 
this means the Nile. This prophecy has never yet 
been fully realized; it waits for future fulfilment. 

Chapter 17:1.—Ninety years old and nine: Thir- 
teen years since Ishmael was born (chap. 16 : 16), and 
twenty-four years after the first promise (chap. 12 : 2, 
3). Thetime of waiting was to test and train his faith. 
—Appeared: Another ‘* theophany,” or divine mani- 
festation.—A ‘mighty: Hebrew, ‘‘ El-Shaddai.” A 
new title, expressive of God’s ability, and best ren- 
dered by the phrase, ‘‘ The mighty God.” The em- 
phasis on God’s power was appropriate to the mes- 
sage about to be given. It might be rendered, ‘God 
who is sufficient.”—Perfect : Upright, sincere, genu- 
ine; new knowledge carrying new responsibilities. 
Perhaps Abram was settling down, satisfied with 
Ishmael, and no longer anxious about’ the special 
seed promised by God. 

Verse 2.—Mu/tiply : A remarkable repetition (in 
vs. 2-8) of the promise of offspring, probably to re- 
assure Abram and Sarai after all these years. 

Verse 4.—Multitude of nations: Doubtless in- 
cluding spiritual and temporal seed. 

Verse 5.—Abram... Abraham: From “high 
father” his name is changed to ‘father of a multi- 
tude,” expressive of higher dignity. Like Jacob 
becoming Israel, and Cephas becoming Peter. 

Verse 8.— Everlasting ; An unconditional promise 
inclusive of both spiritual and natural descendants, 
but the spiritual must not rule out the natural. The 
Jews have a great temporal future before them. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Ad Astra per Aspera.— Look now toward heaven 
(v. 5). The upward look (Psa. 5:3). When-a-man 
gets his eyes on heaven and realizes just what he is, 
a a a swinging through the great spaces of infin- 
ity, all smartness and atheism evaporate. Some of 
the stars we see have ceased to be years agc andthe 
light is still coming in—that’s how far away they are. 
How big are yon? Yet God who arranged it all 
wants you to reach up and take his hand. No man 
can study the heavens and be a fool. The Wise-meéen 
found the Saviour. When God covenanted’ with 
Noah he had him look up. And-so with Abram, 
And with you. Whenever you find a father who 
takes the children out at night and ‘teaches them the 
stars you will always find a happy family. Because 
every constellation leads right up to God. As I have 
told you before, the old colored ‘*mammy” used to say 
to the little Homer Castle, as she pointed out the stars 
to him, ‘t Honey, dem's God’s eyes er lookin’ down 
to see if little Homer is er bein’ good.’” When God 
would lift Abram and all his friends he says, ** Look 
now toward heaven” (Psa. 8+ 3-5). 


Moved Qut to Prosperity.—And he believed in 
Jehovah; and he reckoned itto him for rightevus- 
ness (v. 6). The difference between you and:Abram, 
You just doubt and worry. And things never. bap- 
pened after all, did they? The only man-in the 
whole world who believed was Noah. God: meved 
him out. God moves Abram out. God- will meve 
you out if you believe. Noah in Eden County. never 
made aconvert. Nordid Abramin Ur. When -you 
are the only believer among your folks you may- not 
be any more successful than Noah and Abram. God 
will move you out. I asked Alf Bonner why he never 
went home to see his folks. ** To be candid with -you, 
Ridgway, our tastes are not congenial,” is the nice 
way he put it. The Bonners are a godless, Sabbath- 
breaking, wine-drinking, fast lot. God has removed 
the only religious Bonner there was to the land: of 
Canaan, where he is making him prosperous. When 
you believe God and have it charged up as righteous- 
ness your future is secure, no matter where God may 
place you (Matt. 6 : 33; 1 Tim. 4: 8). 


“A Fine Position.”—/ehovah ... that brought 
thee out... to give thee (v. 7). God never brings a 
man out to decrease him (1 Kings 4: 29). God is the 
best giver in the universe. Satan says, ‘I am” 
(Matt. 4:9). God gives the choice things. The 
mean things man goes and grabs for himself. Take 
account of stock and you'll see. That bad habit, for 
example. Margaret Roberts married her roommate’s 
brother, Wendell Frick, and went to the city to live 
on his salary of eighty per month. They were as 
happy as wrens in their little birdbox-of a flat. After 
a.while father Roberts thought he had better bring 
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his son-in-law to Roberta and give him a 
place in the big mills, So Wendell was 
‘* brought out’’ and is assistant secretary ata 
fine salary, plus prospects. Suppose Wendell 
should have no regard for his father, disobey 
him, not believe what he says, break all his 
rules, oppose him on most occasions—of 
course you cannot imagine such a fool. Yet 
this is exactly what men are doing to God. 
Do you wonder so many people find this 
world a pretty hard place to work in? 


** Shaking Hands on It.""—7ake me a 


heifer... @ she-goat...@ ram... a@ tur- 
tle-dove...a@ pigeon (v.9). This no doubt 
was a custom of the time. A form of the 


blood covenant. Read Dr, H. Clay Trum- 
bull’s great and fascinating book, ‘‘ The 
Blood Covenant.’? Mixing of blood meant 
mixing of life. In great vogue among prim- 
itive peoples, Marriage a form of it. Strong- 
est of earthly ties (Gen. 2:24). African 
boys will scratch their arms and mingle their 
blood. They must die for each other. 
Coatesville boys simply ‘‘shake hands on 
it.”?> Wo betide that boy who fails after 
having shaken hands on it. His name is 
‘*Punk’’ in Boytown. I remember well the 
day we ‘‘laid for’’ Doc Souders and licked 
him ‘because he tied Davy Hicks’ clothes 
after ‘*shakin’ hands he wouldn’t,’”’ and 
Davy was a colored boy at that. Christians 
do not need any arm-cutting to be true. We 
have entered into a covenant with Jesus, who 
shed his blood for us. We are now ‘in 
Christ,’? and by virtue of which all things 
are ours (Eph. 1: 10-12; Zech. 9:11; 
1 Cor, 3 : 21-23). 

The Iron Worker’s God.— Behold a 
smoking furnace, and a flaming torch that 
passed between (v. 17). And that settled the 
matter. forever. The shechinah, the glory of 
the Lord (Luke 2:9; John 1:14). It 
stayed with the children of Abram until they 
drove it away. It led them from Egyptian 
slavery and made them a great nation in a 
land of milk and honey, and they drove it 
away. Yes, they drove it away. The 
God of the furnace and_ the torch is the 
iron worker’s God. He is up and down 
this creek and he.leads safely and blesses 
until he is driven away. ‘There never 


was such.an employer as the late Dr. Hus-, 


ton. 4,To work for him was an insurance 
company. :Wages good, future secure,.men 
happy, ‘Then a stranger came to town and 
made. a grogshop ‘‘ headquarters.’’ He was 
an *‘organizer.’’ Then came ‘‘demands.”’ 
Then.a strike, The men turned their backs 
on Dr. Huston. Coatesville went out of 
business for a year. Talk about hard times! 
‘«Never again,’’ said the men. That was 
years:ago. The men who have ‘‘unioned ”’ 
with Christ and cut out the rum and attended 
to business have become rich. Many of 
them..are the heroes of these notes. The 
furnace and the torch will pass through your 
sacrifice any time you will spread it out, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
plains the acceptance of material, and the 
year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


The Trade-mark.—/e is faithful that 
promised (Golden Text). On every package 
sent out by a certain printer in a large city 
is an impressive trade-mark. It is simply a 
circle, within which is his name and the 
words, ‘*I never disappoint.’”” How much 
better may every promise the Lord ever made 
to his disciples bear that legend.— Avice M. 
Upton, Hartford, Conn, , 

When It is God’s Work.— He ts faithful 
that promised (Golden Text). ‘Can you 
do it?’’? a Korean was asked with reference 
to some church work, ‘* We ask such qués- 
tions as ‘Can you do it?’ about men’s work, 
but not about God’s work,’’ was the quiet 
reply. To believe God strongly, to place 
the matter for which we pray entirely in his 
hands and trust him with it, brings a sense 
of comfort and security and rest that nothing 
else on earth can give. And God does not 
fail such faith as that. Sooner or later he 
honors it.—J/rs. R. W. Lowe, Delevan, 
N.Y. Quotation from R. P. Anderson, in 
The Christian Endeavor World. The prize 
for this week is awarded to this illustration, 


** Proved.’ — He is faithful that promised 
(Golden Text). The story is told of an old 
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man who was visited by the minister. He 
was held fast to his chair with rheumatism, 
but he had his Bible open ‘in front of him. 
The minister noticed that the word ‘* proved ”’ 
was written continually in the margin. He 
turned over a few pages and found: ‘‘God 
is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble.’’ ‘* Proved.’’ And so it 
went on through the book. The dear old 
man had taken God’s book and written his 
own experience onthe margin. Beside each 
promise as he had found it come true in his 
own life he had written, ‘‘ Proved.’’—Aary 
£, Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


The Partner.— Fear not, Abram- J am 
thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward 
{35 :1). A story is told of the late W. T. 
stead, who perished on the ‘ ‘litanic’’: 
Towards the end of his life he abandoned a 
lucrative position on the press for consci- 
entious reasons. ‘‘Can you afford to do 
this?’’ a friend asked him. ‘* Well,’’ he 
said, ‘*you see, I have a very wealthy part- 
ner.’’? ‘* Whoishe?’’ ‘*God Almighty! ”’ 
was the reply.—Vivian Fisher, Vittoria, 
Ont. From The Christian Herald. 

What We May Count Upon.— Fear noi, 
Abram: I am thy shield(v.1). President 
William G, Frost, of Berea College, tells us 
that a colored preacher prayed thus: ‘* Brace 
us up on de leaning side, O Lord,’””,—W. 
J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. From the 
Chautauguan Daily. 


inv 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the 
nglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


LIEZER of Damascus (Gen. 15:2). In 
the next verse. he is called ‘* one dorn 
in my house.’’ Most likely it was 

Eliezer’s father that belonged to Damascus. 
At the present day’ such a man would be 
known among his neighbors as Dimishki the 
Damascus man, and' ‘his son Eliezer would 
be styled Eliezer Dimishki. His’ family in- 
terests and any property that might belong 
or, descend to him would be there. This 
point is emphasized.in the Hebrew more 
than.in the English,..because the word for 
heir or steward is den-meshek, thus resemb- 
ling the word Dammesek, Damascene, The 
appeal was: ‘* My only heir for Palestine is 
this man, whose citizenship and possessions 
are all bound up with Damascus !”’ 

A deep sleep fell upon Abram, and, Jo, 
a horror of great darkness (v. 12). The 
Jewish commentary here rises above its usual 
trifling and exaggeration, and describes how 
in that deep sleep Abraham had a vision 
which -in four scenes unveiled before him 
the future of his race. 

A great multitude of men, women and 
children moving towards a wide sea, and 
behind them a vast army pressing forward 
with horsemen and chariots in the front, 
He heard shouting and the sound of trum- 
pets as in the day of battle. Hesawthe sea 
divide, and the multitude in front passed 
safely over while the pursuers were drowned 
in the returning waters. As Abraham won- 
dered what that could mean, God spoke to 
him and said: ** This is your descendants 
delivered from bondage.”’ 

The scene changed. Again a multitude of 
men, women and children encamped near 
the foot of a great mountain. On the top of 
the mountain are dark clouds with thunder 
and lightning, and within the clouds a man 
standing with his face shining like the sun. 
Abraham said: ‘‘Lord, what is this?” 
And the voice replied, ‘* Zhe giving of My 
Law to your children,”’ 

The scene changed. Once more men, 
women and children filling the streets of a 
great city lying in the radiance of sunlight. 
In the midst of them stands 2 magnificent 
temple of hewn stone, cedar wood and shin- 
ing gold, Menin bright robes were heard 
chanting, while priests offered sacrifices and 
prayers, To Abraham’s inquiry of surprise 
and delight the answer came: ‘‘ /7 7s Goad’s 
Temple, where He may dwell among His 
people,” 

The scene once more changed, The sky 
was full of dark clouds driven by a strong 
wind. Again the men, women and children, 
but now they have chains of brass on their 
necks and are trying to escape from their op- 
pressors. He hears.from the latter the loud 
shouting of mockery and contempt, cursing 
and hatred, and from the former he. hears the 
sound of bitter weeping: and the cry of those 
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who are in anguish and beg for mercy. The 
voice broke the silence, saying: ‘* 7%zs is 
the captivity.’ And Abraham cried aloud : 
‘* Lord, it is better for me to go childless 
than to have children who will thus rebel 
against Thee.” 


ALEXANDRIA, EcGyPpr, 
4 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


RADITIONS about the location of Abra- 
ham’s encampment still cling to the 
district around Hebron. We do not 

know the exact spot where the patriarch’s 
tent was pitched, but since ancient traditions 
locate it under a tree (‘‘ he tree,’’ evidently 
a notable one, Gen. 18 : 4, 8), it is natural 
that the only old tree now remaining in that 
neighborhood should be associated with his 
story. The map, which may be seen in last 
week’s issue under this heading, marks with 
the figure 9 a standpoint from which one may 
see the solitary remnant of what used once to 
be a grove of terebinths or evergreen oaks. 
It cannot possibly date from Abraham’s time, 
but it is extraordinarily old, Most of its 
branches have fallen. Some-remain, bare 
and dry. A very few are still vigorous, with 
fresh foliage. A fence has recently been 
built around it to keep off the destructive 
hands of tourists. Beyond it you see the 
long, upward slope of a terraced hillside, 
dotted with olive trees. 

We cannot be certain, but it may indeed 
have been on this very ground that Abraham, 
a newcomer in a land given over to crude 
and gross superstitions, built his family altar 
and prayed to the one all-ruling God whom 
his exceptionally true and deep insight had 
enabled him to recognize. 

(Use the Underwood stereograph entitled 
‘* Ancient tree, traditionally known as Abra- 
ham’s oak, near Hebron.’’ Fuller informa- 
tion about this travel system was given in 
last week’s issue of the Times.) 


% 
One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty That Is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


OVENANTS.—In making the applica- 
tion of to-day’s lesson, you will want 
to show your pupils how the idea of 

covenants runs through all our modern life, 
and how important it is that one should k: ep 
covenants, if one would succeed in life. 

To this end you will bring to the schoo] a 
large piece of heavy pasteboard or a pine 
board—anything to which you can fasten the 
articles you are to use, and so place them 
before the class. First, you will pin on this 
board a dollar bill. Ask the pupils how one 
gets a dollar: by working for it. Ask one 
of them whether it is sensible to work a 
whole day for a little piece of paper like that. 
Get him to read the covenant printed upon 
it, the promise on the part of our rich and 
powerful country to pay the bearer, on de- 
mand, a silver dollar, Your part of the 
transaction was the work; the nation’s part 
is the dollar bill, backed up by the actual 
silver dollar, if any one cares to go to Wash- 
ington or to the nearest bank and get it. 

Next pin up a check, filled out for a cer- 
tain sum, and signed by some one whom your 
class knows to be responsible. Let it be a 
real check, that is to be paid or has been 
paid. Explain how the covenant idea enters 
into every check, and: how the business of 
the world is done mainly, not with currency, 
but with checks. 

Next pin up a promissory note (a genuine 
one, if possible), and show that it is a true 
covenant. 

Passing from money matters, pin up next 
a railroad ticket. Who enters into this 
covenant? You, by paying your money and 
getting on board the train. The railroad, by 
this token, covenants to carry you to the 
station named on the ticket, and a certain 
amount of baggage with you, Show a bag- 
gage check, placing it alongside the railroad 
ticket. Bring out the covenant idea involved 
in the baggage check, and speak of the in- 
convenience to the traveler in Europe where 
they do not give baggage checks, but any one 
may step up and claim baggage. 

You may obtain a commercial document, 
such as a printed lease, which contains the 
word, ‘*Covenant,’? prominently printed 
upon it. 

But there are other than commercial cove- 
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nants. Hang up a marriage ring—a genu- 
ine one, if possible. What covenant does 
this token stand for? Hang beside it a card 
containing the pledge of a young people’s so- 
ciety, Christian Endeavor, Epworth Lesate, 
etc. Have the covenant read by a pupil to 
the class. Fasten beside it a copy of your 
church covenant, first reading it to the class, 
in whole or part. Last of all, fasten to the 
board a cross, perhaps made of gold. ‘That 
is a symbol of the greatest of all covenants, 
Who made it? With whom? It was made 
by the one who has thus based his world 
upon covenants. If we love him and obey 
him, he covenants to bear our sins and give 
us eternal life with him. Ask your pupils 
very earnestly to enter into this blessed cove- 
nant with Jesus Christ, for time and eternity. 
Explain to them how simply and easily it 
may be done, and close the session with a 
word of prayer, all heads being bowed, 


AUBURNDALE, Mass, 
* 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
APrayer Before the Lesson.— Our Father, 


we thank thee for the large purposes thou hast 
for thy children everywhere. ‘Thy mercies are 
as the stars in number, thy forgiveness as wide 
as the limitless heavens, thy promised wisdom 
and strength overflowingly sufficient for every 
duty to which thou dost call us. Grant that 
the shackles of self-will may be completely 
broken and flung far from us, so that thou shalt 
have thy blessed will freely worked out through 
us without hindrance. ‘Thy promises and thy 
fulfillings are not lacking. May our lives prove 
our surrender to thee, not by soon-forgotten 
words of devotion, but by ceaseless deeds of 
loyalty and selfless service. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A little study in the 
arithmetic of life for just a few moments! 
First let us put on the board the name of the 
man of our lesson,—Abram. We will use 
his old name here, and not the new one, 
which was—? Will. some one read the 
fifth verse of the fifteenth chapter of Genesis ? 
And when one believes in the Lord God he 
has faith in God. Let us then add faith.ta 
this man. What sign shall I put between? 
the two words to show they are added ? Yes, 
a plus sign. 

In the fifth verse of the fifteenth chapter 
Jehovah promised Abram a multitude of de- 
scendants, a family that as the years‘ went 
on, with children and grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren and more, should be as 
the stars in number. In the seventeenth 
chapter, verse two, there is a word of prom- 
ise which expresses the increase of this 
man’s descendants under God’s plan, What 
is that word? Yes, multiply. ‘‘ 7 will mul- 
tiply ’? was Jehovah’s pledged word, So I 
set down another sign, and the great factor 
in this arithmetic example [write < Jeho- 
hah]. But what is the answer to this,— 
Abram plus faith, multiplied by Jehovah? 
Well, I dare not set down any one answer 
after this equal sign. Imagination fails us 
in picturing the blessings that follow such 
divine arithmetic. Put your name in place 
|} of Abram, What multiplying of usefulness, 
of joy, of peace, of strength, of love, woald 
be the answer, —s the answer,—in your life ? 
The result simply is beyond, us to calculate. 
But it isn’t beyond us to get where we be- 
long in this example, and let God do what 
he wants to do in making our lives count for 
all they can count for, Will you let him ? 
Let us pray. 


ABRAM + FAITH = JEHOVAH = 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* Blessed assurance,—Jesus is mine."’ 

** Come, we that leve the Lord."’ 

‘* High in the heavens, eternal God.”’ 

** How firm a foundation, ye saints of the 
rd."’ 


‘* Lord, thy word abideth."’ 
‘* O warship the King, all-glorious above."’ 
‘* Praise, my soul, the King of heaven.”’ 
‘* When all thy mercies, O my God."’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 103 : 8-16 (208 : 1-4). 
Psalm 89 ; 18-21 (180 : 1-4). 
Psalm 105.: 1-8 (215 : 1-4). 
Psalm 106 : 1-4 (216 : 1-4). 
Psalm g1.: 1-3 10, 13 (184 : 1~3, 10, 22). 
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Dr. F. N. Peloubet 


prepares New Teachers’ Helps for 


The 1913 Holman Bible 


HE one man in America who is most distin- 

guished for the ability to present the results 
of biblical scholarship in clear and usable form has 
made an invaluable contribution to the student’s 
and teacher’s equipment in this latest product of 
America’s oldest Bible house. 








G@ Dr. Peloubet’s “Treasury of Biblical Informa- 
tion ’’ is exceptional in its use of recent discoveries, 
its great convenience for reference, and its. method 
of tabulating information so that the principal facts 
can be seen at a glance. 





G The HOLMAN BIBLE is distinguished among 
present-day volumes for its thoroughly substantial 
and attractive workmanship. 


G. This new edition of the Holman Teachers’ Bible 
will really add to your needed working tools as 
Bible student or teacher. 





For further particulars ask your Bookseller 


A. J. Holman Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Oldest American Bible Publishers and Originators 
of Pronouacing Teachers’ Bibles 


J 











Special Pocket Testament 
... League Testaments... 





Cloth Testaments 


The King James Version. Size, 34x4% 
inches, %-inch thick. Bound in cloth with a col- 
ored illustration on the cover. Assorted colors 
blue, brown, steel, red and green Containing 17 
pictures in color and 16,in black and white. The 
drawings were made by Harper and Clark, who 


Leather Testaments 


King James Version. Size, 244x3% inches, 
\%-inch thick. Flexible leather binding with one 
colored frontispiece. A wonderful achievement in 
‘Testament-making ; with large, clear type in small 
compass 

Price, brown suede leather or Full Mo- 


spent months in the Moly Land. L ? rocco, divinity circuit, red under gold 
American Standard Version. Size, 3x4¥ edges, 50 cents each,.or $5.00 a dozen, 
inches, 9 inch thick. Bound in red cloth, rounc prepaid. ’ 


corners. Containing 31 halt-tone, black and white 
illustrations. » ° 

Price, 25 cents each, $2.50 a dozen, or 
$20.00 a 100, ptepe ° 

American Standard Version Testament. 
Size, 3344x4% inches. A medium-sized Testament 
with ‘good size type. Price, 15 cents each, 
$1.75 a dozen, or $13.50 a 100, prepaid. 


. American Standard Version. Size, 27%4x4% 
inches.. %-inch thick. Is furnished only in 
one style and one color (brown) flexible teather. 
With black and “white frontispiece illustra- 
tion. 

Price, 50 cents each, postpaid. 

All these Testaments contain the Pocket Tes- 
tament League (ledge Cards 








THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


HEADQUARTERS, 133 WITHERSPOON BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA 














THE. ANALYTICAL REFERENCE BIBLE 


Puts the whole Bible at your finger tips. Does awa with the tedious work of looking up references and 
presents instantly for consecutive reading aid easy comparison all verses bearing on any particular sub- 
ject. No Other Book Like it. The Greatest Labor and Time Saver Ever Devised. Compresses 
a whole Biblical library in a single volume and interprets the Bidve by means of the Bible | You need not 
go outside this book to gain a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. An indispensable book for the 
Minister, Sunday School T ible students. Sold only by subscription. Send for 


ster eacher, and all B 
descriptive pamphiet HENRY F. GIERE, Publisher, 373 Fourth Ave. 


An active rep- 
resentative wanted in every county. NEW YOR K 














denomination! Union Missionary Training Institute 


PURPOSE To train for Foreign Missionaty Work 

INSTRUCTORS. A faculty of thirty pastors, phy- 
sicians and teachers. 

DEPARTMENTS _ Biblical, Literary, - Medical, 
Musical, Linguistic 

MEDICAL TRAINING DEPARTMENT — 2vo sionary Societies, and 33 are in Home Work 
Lectures with Clinical and Dispensary Work. REGULAR CHARGES  §roo per year. 


Write freely to Mrs. L. D. OSBORN, Principal, 131-133 Waverly Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Co- 
educational 
ORIENTAL LANGUAGES Fourteen can be 

taught, if needed, almost wholly by native 


teachers 
SOME RESULTS. 188 students have gone to 
twenty-five countries under twenty-four Mis- 

















Not one that startles the nerves into a sudden, 
fitful strength, but a restorative that builds quietly 
and effectively. If summer heat is depressing 
to you, try a teaspoonful of Horsford’s Acid 
Phosphate, with a little sugar in a glass o: 
cold water, It is refreshing and invigorating. 


Take a 
Wholesome 


Tonic 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—God’s promises are 
sure, 

Note.—As Isaac is promised in this 
lesson, but his birth is not mentioned until 
later, to-day’s story should be extended to 
show that God’s promise came true. (Study 
chapters 17, 18, and first part of 21.) 

Before the Lesson.—Show a handful of 
grain or rice,. Pick up one kernel, mention- 
ing God’s power to make it grow and multi- 
ply into so many grains that a child couldn’t 
count them. God promised Noah that every 
year there should be seed-time and harvest. 
God never forgets his promise, Spring will 
soon be here, and people will plant their 
seeds in fields and gardens, God will make 
them to grow and increase. 

Review.—Long, long ago God promised a 
Jand to a good man who built altars to wor- 
ship God, and who would not quarrel with 
his nephew about pasture for his cattle 
and sheep. (Review last Sunday’s lesson.) 

Because Abram loved and obeyed God, he 
was sometimes called the ‘‘ friend of God.’’ 
God’s promise of the land pleased Abram, 
but he wanted something else, even more. 
Even though he was rich in cattle, silver, 
gold, servants, etc., Abram and Sarai were 
disappointed because they had no child of 
their very own. Sometimes they talked to 
God about it (15 : 2-4). 

Lesson Story.—One night Abram went out 
of his tent into the starlight to pray and wor- 
ship before he went to sleep. (The picture 
shows this.) As he worshiped, God said: 
‘* Look now toward heaven and count the 
stars, if you can number them.’’ ‘The whole 
sky was bright with stars, Sing: 


‘* Do you know how many stars 
‘There are shining in the sky ? 
Do you know how many clouds 
Every day go floating by ? 
God in heaven has counted all, 
He would miss one should it fall."’ 
(Carols, 25 cents, Leyda Publishing Co , Chicago.) 


That night under the stars God promised 
Abram, ‘' So many shall your children be.’’ 
It seemed strange when they hadn’t even one 
child, but Abram believed God and God was 
pleased. 

Then God told Abram to offer sacrifices 
from his flocks and herds. Abram was 
pleased to prepare these, and laid them in 
two piles with a space between. He had to 
watch them during the day because some big 
birds tried to swoop down and carry away 
the meat. Abram drove them away. 

As the sun was going down, Abram went 
sound asieep. It seemed very, ‘very dark. 
When the sun went down and it was truly 
dark, Abram saw a light like a flaming torch 
between the two piles of his sacrifice. He 
knew that God was near and would surely 
keep his promise, for ‘‘ He is faithful that 
promised.’’ (Memorize this.) After a while 
the baby that God had promised was born, 





and they named him Isaac, They had never 
been so happy before. 
After the Lesson.—God’s promises to | 
Abraham were only a few of thousands of | 
his promises in the Bible. Every one is true. | 
Sometimes we forget our promises, but God | 
never does. Recall Livingstone’s promise | 
to take.the black men safely home. (See 
outlines for lesson of February 9.) Every- 
body likes a person who keeps his promises. 
Mention the truthfulness and honesty of men 
like Washington and Lincoln. Repeat a 
few short promises of God from the Twenty- 
third Psalm, Beatitudes, or memory texts. 
Hand-work, — Draw Abram’s tent and 
some stars, Let each child write or repeat 
one of God’s promises. Close by repeating 
the promise to all the world (John 3 : 16). 


Cuicaco, ILL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


N A near-by hospital a small boy was to 
have a serious operation. The specialist 
hesitated because of the boy’s weak 

heart. But the courageous family physician 
came forward and guaranteed to keep the 
boy alive throughout the strain. So, with | 
his hand on the child’s pulse, he adminis- 
tered the ether, and when the weak heart 
seemed about to fail he ordered the stimula- 
ting oxygen until the crisis was over. 

This was a critical time with Abram. 





He | 
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had rescued Lot; his allies had returned to 
their homes laden with reward, and now 
Abram, alone, old, childless, discouraged, 
seemed about to fail. Jehovah, with his 
hand on Abram’s spiritual ‘ pulse,’’ saw 
the need of **oxygen’’ to stimulate and 
encourage his faithful follower to continue to 
trust him. So Jehovah renewed and en- 
larged his covenant and gave Abram a sign. 


THE STARS As EMBLEMS OF JEHOVAH’S 
COVENANT. 


Recall the story. Notice the promise and 
the help that a covenant sign would be. 
Emphasize the reasons why stars were suit- 
able emblems of a promise. 

1, ‘They shine in darkness, Explain the 
Oriental nights and the starlight there. Ex- 
plain Abram’s ‘‘darkness.”?’ ‘The blacker 
the night the brighter seem the stars. 

2. They are really great and wonderful 
bodies, although they seem small now to us. 

3. They are numberless. The nown 
Stars are increasing with our improved 
powers to see, Stars never grow /ess when 
reality is known, 

4- .Clouds cannot disturb them. They 
are above clouds, _ While they may be ob- 
scured to our vision fo: a short time, yet 
they keep on shining. 

5. They are part of Jehovah’s plan and 
under his control. No one can destroy nor 
change them. 

Then draw a star, and print in briefest 
words at each point these reasons. 


THE STARS AS AN EMBLEM OF ALL JEHO- 
VAH’S PROMISES. 

Note the fulfilment of this promise pliysi- 
cally and spiritually. We, in Christ, are 
children of Abraham. Mark and memorize 
Hebrews Io : 23, and write it in the star. 

As Jehovah dealt with Abram, so he helps 
us by his promises. In times of our dark- 
ness and discouragement the star emblems 
remind us that all Jehovah’s promises— 
(Review the five points written around the 
star, and end by reviewing the verse written 
in the center.) 

f7e is faithful; are you ? Are you faithful 
to your baptismal covenant and your yows 
taken when you united with the church ? 
Just.as a word of warning: Jehovah will 
keep his promises to punish the unrepentant 
sinners, just as he will keep his promise to 
help, forgive, and re ward obedient children. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read about Hagar and Ishmael (Gen. 
16 : I-10). What hard test of obedience 
did Hagar have? What reward was prom- 
ised? Read of Abram’s changed name (Gen. 
17: 1-9). What did each name mean? 
Of what value was the change ? 

Read of the three visitors to Abraham’s 
tent (Gen, 18: 1-15). What was their mes- 
sage to Sarah? Read of Abraham pleading 
for Sodom (Gen. 18 : 16-33). 

Memorize Hebrews 7 : 25 and Romans 
8 : 34. Who is our intercessor? What 
was the message the angels gave to Lot? 
(Gen, 19 : 12-23). Howdid Jehovah show 
mercy to Lot? (Gen. I9 : 12-23). Was 
Lot better than when he left Abraham do 
you think? Note verse 16. 

Read of another time when separation 
was necessary before Jehovah could help 
(Exod. 6 : 6, 7). Memorize 2 Corinthians 
6:17. Why was this separation necessary ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 











The Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles 


Dr. R. A. TORREY, Dean 
Trains men and women for all kinds of Christian 
service, as pastors, pastors’ istants, evangeli 
and evan elistic singers, toreign and home mis- 
sionaries, Sunday School and Endeavor workers. 





The two-years’ course includes a thorough in- 
ductive study of the fundamental doctrines of the 
Christian faith ; a study of the books of the Bible 
in their historical setting and present-day applica- 
tion; a study of the life of Christ; the Life and 
Writings of the Apostle Paul; the Preparation 
and Delivery of Sermons and Bible Readings ; the 
History and Work of the poser Sanee ; various 
forms of Aggressive Christian Work ; Home and 
Foreign Missions and Gospel Music. 

Located in the fastest growing city with the best 
all-the-year-round climate in the world. The Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles offers the greatest possi- 
ble opportunity for both practical and theoretical 
training. ‘The teaching force is headed by Dr. 
Torrey, which insures that it is gafe and sane, 
doctrinally sound. 


Write for prospectus and application blank. 
Tuition is free. Address 


T. C. HORTON, Superintendent 
The Bible Institute of Los Angeles 
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LESSON FOR. MARCH 2 (Gen. 15; 17: 


A Boy’s-Eye View of the Lesson 
By Pucker 


i OW many stars are there?’’ was 
what teacher sprung on us last 
Sunday. 

‘*A million,” guessed Skinny, and the 
rest of us thought so, too, 

*¢ More than that,’’ laughed teacher, ‘+ but 
however many there are, promised that 
many descendants to Abram. Then he 
had us read the first verse of the lesson. 

‘*God was now making a solemn cove- 
nant, or contract, with Abram,’’ explained 
teacher, ‘*A covenant always has two 
parts,’’ he went on, taking out what he said 
was a deed, and showing us where it said 
‘* the party of the first part,’’ and ‘‘ the party 
of the second part.”’ 

‘*Two things that God promised are in 
the first and last verses of the lesson,’’ he 
said, ‘* What are they ?”’ 

So we told him, ‘‘ A big family, and the 
land of Cainaan,”’ 

** What did Abram have to do on his part ?’’ 

** He had to believe,’’ said Carl, looking 
at verse 6, So teacher put on the board: 





COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM 
Gon’s Part  Apraw’s Part 





A GREAT FAMILY, | FAITH 


A RIGH LAND. a 











Bulldog Jones hadn’t said a thing so far, | 


He’d been reading on down into the lesson. 

‘¢ What’s all this stuff mean about split- 
ting up the animals, and a smoky lamp ?’’ 
he suddenly burst out. ‘*I don’t see no 
sense to that.’’ 

Bumps giggled right ott, but the rest of 
us just waited to see what teacher would say, 
because we didn’t understand it, either. 

** Let me tell you a story,”’ began teacher, 
**and you think how strange it would sound 
if you didn’t know about such things.” 
Then he told about going into a room where 
a man spread out some papers in two piles, 
and marked something on each paper. Next 
he lit a smoky candle, and held it to a square 
red stick, till something red like blood ran 
right down on both papers, Then he took 
a round iron with a handle to it, and 
punched it right down in the red puddle, 

‘¢ What was he doing? ’”’ teacher as ved. 

‘*I know,’’ said Bulldog. 
expressman seal a package that way. 
does sound crazy, don’t it?’’ he added. 

Teacher went on to explain about their 
ancient customs of making covenants with 
such sacrifices. ‘*It was a form, or cere- 
mony,” he said, ** by which God gave Abram 
his solemn promise to fulfil the covenant, 
like the seal on an official document.’’ 

‘¢I don’t think he’s kept it very well,”’ 
said Skinny. ‘* There ain’t that many Jews.”’ 

** There are over twelve million of them 
in the world now, James,’’ answered teacher. 
‘¢in spite of all their terrible persecutions ; 
and think of the millions and millions since 
Abram’s day, four-thousand years ago.”? =. 

‘*Whew!’’ exclaimed Bert. ‘I guess 
God did keep that promise all right.’’ 

‘¢That is not all,’’ went on teacher. 
** Look at Galatians 3 : 29.’’ 

So we found it, and read, **If ye be 
Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed.’’ 


‘* Does it mean all Christians?’’ asked 
Fred, 
«« Yes,’? answered teacher. ‘God had 


Christ in mind in all his covenant with 
bram, and all who accept Christ become in 
God’s sight part of Abram’s family.’ 

‘Well, the Jews haven’t got Palestine,’’ 
spoke up Bulldog. 

‘*Ah,’”’? answered teacher. ‘* There it is 
again.’’ It all centers in Christ. They re- 
jected the Messiah, and were scattered all 
over the world as a punishment, but God is 
just as sure to keep that part of the cove- 
nant as he was to keep the first part. Many 
think the Balkan victory over Turkey is 
God’s hand getting ready to restore the 
Promised Land to its rightful owners, and | 
the Jews are moving back there in large 
numbers. God is ready whenever they ac- 
cept Christ, and many of them are doing so. 
You boys may see this promise fulfilled.’’ 

«If all Christians are Abram’s seed, why 
doesn’t Palestine 
asked Bert. 

** Because,’ answered teacher, ** the Abra- 


**I saw the | 
But it | 


belong to all of us??? | 


the New Covenant of salvation. Here it is,” 
he added, stepping to the board and writing : 


COVENANT WITH US 





Gon’s Part Qur Part 
DELIVERANCE. FROM SIN, PAITH IN 
SALVATION FROM HELL CHRIST 











*-God so loved the world,’ he began, and 
we all joined in saying it. 

Then he had us give our definitions of 
faith, We all voted Carl’s best. It was, 
** Acting as if you knew a thing was so,’’ 

‘*What’s the seal of our covenant?’’ 
asked Fred. ‘‘ Baptism? ”’ 

**Yes,’? answered teacher. ‘* But there 
is another, an inner Seal. It tells about it 
in Ephesians 1 : see 

‘The time was so near up he had us read 
it to ourselves, and just as the bell rang, he 
said, ‘‘Christ’s spirit in our hearts is the 
best guarantee of salvation, isn’t it, boys?”’ 
I don’t quite understand what he meant, but 
it made me want to be better. 
| For next time Skinny has to show Sodom 
|on the map. Bumps is totell how Abraham 
| tried to save Sodom, Carl’s question is, 
| ‘* What would you do if you had to live in 
|Sodom?’’ Bulldog is going to find out 
| how any one could turn into salt, Bert’s 
stunt is to tell about the destruction of Pom- 
peii. Fred and I are to have a five-minute 
debate on ‘* Resolved, that the country is a 
better place to live than the city.’’ 








Dean Gray’s Bible Class 


By James M. Gray, D.D. 
Dean of the Moody Bible Institute 





The Land of Promise 


N THE last lesson we gave consideration 
to ©The Heir of Promise,’’ bringing 
our study to a close at about verse 5 

of chapter 12. But this was just the ‘‘ex- 
citing part,’? as we say of romances, for in 
verses 6 and 7 God gives the land of Canaan 


to Abraham. Compare further 13 : 14-18 
and 15: 18-21. 
There was a reason for this. We have 





ness; an individual, or even a family, or a 
| number of families scattered here and there 
would not do. Buta nation requires a resi- 
| dence, just as the family or an individual 
does. 

But why select Canaan, and on what 
ground of justice should one people be 
ejected and another installed in their pos- 
sessions ? 

There were geographical reasons for the 
choice of Canaan. Ezekiel (38: 12) calls it 
**the middle of the earth,’’ and with good 
cause ; for history has had more interest in 
that little strip of land than in all the rest. 
And to-day statesmen and financiers, and 
lots of others, not always knowing the reason 
why, are looking in that direction for events 
that shall shake the nations, 

Examine Deuteronomy 8:7-9 for the 
nature of the land in other respects ; and, 
although for centuries it has not presented 


they will be in evidence again (Amos 9: II- 
15, Jer. 32 : 36-44). 

That the Canaanites and their neighbors 
should have given place to Israel was a ne- 
cessity of Divine judgment. Even among 
men, when tenants refuse to pay rent and 
abuse the property besides, it is right to put | 
their things on the sidewalk. This is what | 
the Canaanites, Amorites and the others 
did, and why God gave His property into 
other hands. For a strong and intelligent 
treatment of the whole subject, see a chapter 
by S. H. Kellogg, in his commentary on 
Leviticus, in the Expositor’s Bible Series. 
Before leaving this part, however, it is perti- 
| nent to add that the Landlord in this case 
| gave the tenant fair warning (15 : 13- 16). 

This, Jand, be it observed, was given to 
Abram and his descendants forever,—theirs 
to possess, but not to own (Lev. 25 : 23). 
| Moreover, so closely is Jehovah’s purpose 
| of redemption associated with the land as 
| well as the people of Israel, that when they 





( Continued on next page) 


these features, yet the time is coming when | 


hamic covenant has been fulfilled to us in! 





seen that God required a nation as a wit- | 
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Synthetic 


Bible Studies 


Correspondence 


The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago 
Founded by D. L. Moody 


both sides of the Atlantic, have 


Besides these the three course 
are also offered. They are: 





These studies, covering the entire Bible, as given by Dr. Gray on 


They are now offered for the first time for correspondence work. 


Bible Doctrine 
Practical Christian Work 
Bible Chapter Summary 
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heve recently been 
added to the 


Bible Courses of 


been received with enthusiasm. 


s carried for years with fine results 





BIBLE STUDY BY 
CORRESPONDENCE 


Is adapted to all classes. 


Is most economical. 


Increases knowledge of Bi 


Promotes devotional life. 


will be sent promptly on applicatio 


153 INSTITUTE PLACE 


Has won its way to wide acceptance. 


Brings teacher and pupil into personal contact. 
Relieves from class rivalry. 
Produces the habit of study. 


Stimulates to further study and effort. 


The new prospectus, giving full information on all the courses, 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


ble and efficiency in service. 


n. 


CHICAGO 











—=§0 CENTS A YEAR 


for so cents to S. S. Times readers. 








DAILY BIBLE 





Daily Bible Publishing Co., 156 sth Ave., N.Y. City. 


for personal, devotional Bible reading, 
family worship, Home Departments, 
for the prayer- meeting. Writers in- 
clude G. G. Atkins, Jj. Wilbur Chap- 
man, H. W. Frost, and other strong; 
conservative men. Samples for indi- 
viduals and Churches free. 14 months 











DOCTOR 


TORREY 


EVERY 
CHRISTIAN 





Known as the “ amentiens Library’ 
Christ and the Scriptures, by Dr. Adolph Saphir. 
The Wonders of Proph cy, by John Urquhart. 
The Lord from Heaven, by s ir Robert Anderson. 
The Divine Unity of the hag hey ay Ay Torrey 
The Divine Unity of the Scriptures, by Dr. Adolph 


Saph 
The an ae Churth, by Rev. Cleland McAfee. 
ten by Lewis S Be Br. hafer. 

e Hidden Life, ‘Adolph Saphir. 
The oe é and ite Ministry, by Sir Robert 


Anderso 
The ener Cale Criticism and the New Theology, edited 


Torrey. 
The Boubtes D Doubts about Science and Religion, 
by Sir Robert Anderson. 

They’ are th — Very Choicest of all Christian | 


| 
THIS SET 54 dt Books 


ee $1.25 | 
NOW re costs. you 
If ordered > et pees ome extra for pos- 


tage. 
THE’ BIBLE ‘merrrore 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Send and get a set of these Best 
Books and when yon know nee good AGENTS | 
they are, if you think you can sell them 
to os write us for Agents’ Terms. WANTED 





FOR THE 


~ CHRIST IN THE BIBLE ” 


CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

-. the ‘dy of the whole Bible by books. Clear 

comprehensive outlines which suggest just 
4 Chr; brist is is revealed in every book and chap- 
ter of G Word. Printed in booklets averaging 
about 50 Page s each, at 10 cents per copy or #. 0° 
per dozen here will be about thirty-six booklets 
in the whole course. Any who wish can obtain the 
booklets, but all who desire additional help from 
the author are expected to answer the questions, 
and to ask such questions as are necessary for a 
thorough understanding of each book. The course 
can be begun at any time, and is suitable for indi- 
viduals or classes. 

Booklets No. 1 to No. 9 are invaluable sids 
on the Sunday School lessons for 1913. Nos. 
1, 2,and 3, on Genesis, and Nos. 4 and 5, on x x- 

us, now ready. 


W. W. RUGH, 1s Isabella . 


WESTMINSTER 
BIBLE COMMENTARIES 


The Book of Genesis. By S. R. Driver, D. D. 
oo - - aE 
Book 4 Exodus. With introduction sod 
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of the Prophet Isaiah. By Rev. 

G, Begk Wade, D.D. Just ready . 20 


—_ of Ezekiel: 


PAL so Some New Testament Boo 


Edwin S. Gorham in Seth RK 


By Henry A. “RR 
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PROGRESSIVE STUDIES 
r THE LIFE AND WORDS OF JESUS 


is a delightful and a plan for studying the Life 
and words of our Lord either with or without a teacher. 
If you would like to know more about this very simple, 





Tren’ 
cee 


‘MEMORY Eee te Bose 
MEMORY LIBRARY, BOX 706 NY. 


intensely interesting and strictly evangelical course of 
be ey study, «Progressive Studies,’’ 

ress, 
P. 0. Box 28, Lansdowne, Pa. 


; Plete is $1.00 and §1.50. 
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The Greatest Bible in 300 Years 











“Just the Bible the world has 
been waiting for.’ 


Oxford 
Teachers’ Bibles 


WITH NEW AND UP-TO-DATE HELPS 
ARRANGED UNDER ONE ALPHABET 
Over 3,000,000 Copies Sold 
‘They are known from Greenlana’s Icy 
Mountains te India’s Coral Strand.’’— 7he 
Bookshel/. 
From $1.50 upward 


The Scofield 
Reference Bible 


A wonderful Book for the English-speaking 
world. With an entirely new system of 
helps and references. 


From $1.50 upward 








Full explanatory booklet on application. 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
American Branch, 35 West 32nd Street, New York 








ICAROLS 


Three Booklets 


with the most favorite Easter 
Carols—each booklet a com- 
plete Carol Service. Also 
Easter Hymns and Carols by 
Rev. J. S. B. Hodges. 
5¢. each, or $2.50 per 
hundred. 
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STORY OF EASTER Free Bulletin 
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are separated from it they are separated 
from Him, and the lapse of time in their 
history is not considered until they are re- 
turned to their land again. Ina word, they 
can never dwell elsewhere and be His people 
or fulfil their calling. This is one of the 
most interesting features of their history, 
and explains a number of the so-called errors 
of chronology in the Bible. They are not 
errors at all, but the sublimest facts, cor- 
roborative of the Divine inspiration of the 
Bible, and a key to the interpreiation of its 
prophecies, All this we shall see by and by. 

Of course, the above implies that Israel is 
going back to her land again, and events 
now transpiring in that direction contribute 
to the general up-to-cdateness of these lessons 
written in a book of so long ago. 

That Abram acted wrongly in going down 
into Egypt (12: 10-20) may be judged by 
the event. As the Scofield Bible says: “A 
famine was often a disciplinary testing of 
God’s people in the land (Genesis 26:1; 
42:5; Ruth 1:14 2Samuel 24:13; Psalms 
105 : 16), while the resort to Egypt is typical 
of the tendency to substitute for lost spiritual 
power the fleshly resources of the world.’ 
God would have provided for Abram in 
Canaan beyond doubt, and he only got into 
difficulty and sin by leaving it. 

For an explanation of Abram’s subterfuge 
(11-13) refer to the last lesson. That his 
character suffers by comparison with Pharaoh 
in this transaction is a further illustration 
that his call by God was of grace and not 
debt (Rom. 4). Observe, too, that this 
record of the fact is an indirect, and for that 
reason a very strong proof of the credibility 
of this narrative. An impostor would not 
have been likely to portray ‘the father of 
the faithful’? in so undesirable a light. 

But if Abram was out of fellowship with 
God in Egypt, note how that fellowship was 
restored (13 : 3, 4), and do not fail to impress 
its practical lesson, which a reference to 
Revelation 11; 4, 5 will aid in doing. 

If the patriarch’s character suffers by com- 
parison with Pharaoh a kind of balance is 
restored iv his dealing with Lot (vs. 5-9), a cir- 
cumstance which will well illustrate the prac- 
tical effect of faith. Abram, in other words, 
could well afford to be generous and unsel- 
fish and let Lot take his choice, in view of 
the Divine promise to him. Everything de- 
pended on whether he believed that promise. 
Do we not see the application to ourselves ? 

On Lot’s choice (vs, 10-13) be careful to 
compare 2 Corinthians 6:14 to 7:1; buton 
the renewal of God’s promise to Abram (vs. 
14-18) note how it magnifies His grace! 
For Abram had sadly forfeited it had it not 
re-ted on God’s faithfulness instead of his 
own, Can as recall at. circumstance in 








A Difference 
it Paid This Man to Change Food 


‘*What is called ‘ good living’ even- 
tually brought me to a condition quite 
the reverse of good health,” writes a 
New York merchant. 





sis Smipenper eating told on me till my 
stomac ecame so weak that food 
nauseated me, even the lightest and 
simplest lunch, and I was much de- 


unfitting me for business. 

‘* This condition was discouraging, as | 
I could find no way toimproveit. Then | 
| saw the advertisement of Grape-Nuts | 
food, and decided to try it, and became 
delighted with the result. 

‘* For the past three years I have used | 
Grape-Nuts and nothing else for my | 
breakfast and for lunch before retiring, | 
It speedily set my stomach right, and I 
congratulate myself that I have regained 
my health. ‘There is no greater comfort 
for a tired man than a lunch of Grape- 
Nuts. It insures restful sleep, and an 
awakening in the morning with a feeling 
of buoyant courage and hopefulness. 

‘‘Grape-Nuts has been a boon to my 
whole family. It has made of our two- 
year-old boy, who used to be unable to di- 
gest much of anything, a robust, healthy 
little rascal weighing 32 pounds. Man- 
kind certainly owes a debt of gratitude 
to the — ert who invented this perfect 
food.” ame given by Postum Co., 
Battle Creek, Mich. ‘‘ There’sa reason. 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 


are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





God’s dealings with you that suggests a 
parallel? If you have wandered from God's 
path, return and renew the altar again, and 
see if he do not prove ‘‘ the same,-yesterday, 
and to-day, and forever,’’ 


Questions to Test Your Study 


1, Tell in your own words why God drove 
out the Canaanites and gave their land to 
Israel, 

2. Give some reasons for our interest in’ 
that land. 

3. Can you quote Leviticus 25 : 23 from 
memory ? 

4. What is peculiar about Bible chron- 
ology, and what is its importance and value ? 
5. Of what is Egypt commonly a type ? 

6. Have you read Romans 4 in connection 
with this lesson ? 

7. Give out of your experience some illus- 
trations of the practicality of faith in God. 

8. Point out the distinction between grace 
and works, and the sinner’s need of grace. 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











February 24 to March 2 
—Gen. 15: 5-18. 

God’s Covenant with Abraham. 
Abraham faced the impossible and believed 
because God promised, Do we ‘dare to 
brave the peril of an unprecedented ad- 
vance’’ for God? God’s covenant even 
more than promised ; it anticipated and ad- 
mitted fulfilment, “ Unto thy seed have I 
given.’’? Assurancé is more than hope; it 

is acceptance, 


O thou God of Abraham, we praise thee 
for thy power to accomplish all thou dost 
undertake. We praise thee that thy spoken 
word never faileth. Maywe claim and ap- 
preciate thy promise without fear or doudbl, 
and may we too be known as the fr iends of 
God. Amen. 


Tues.— Gen. 16. Divine and Human Plans. 

This should teach us the lesson that God’s 
ways and plans are not always ours. In our 
anxiety we plan and ask God to bless our 
plans, when perhaps he has a-far better un- 
nown plan for us, It is better to ‘* pray 
and plan rather than plan and pray.’’ 

Deliver us, our God, from the dangers of 
running before thee. Maywe with patience 
await the apparently impossible at thy hand. 
Save us from the sorrows and anguish of 
making amends for our sins of faithlessness 
and impatience. For Christ’s sake. Amen. 


Wed.—Gen. 17: 1-8 An Everlasting Covenant. 
There is something beyond our under- 
standing in that word ‘* everlasting.’’ God’s 


covenant with Abraham was to be an ever- 
lasting covenant,—eternal, without end. 
This great promise came to him late in life. 
We are never too old to walk and talk with 
God, and we are never too young. The 





same God who talked with Abraham talked 


with the boy Samuel. 
Everlasting and eternal Father, may we 


honor thee with a faith and confidence like | 


Abraham’s. Establish, we. pray thee, thy 
covenant with us that we may live for thee, 
and give our children the blessing of a godly 
heritage. May we in our dailfewalk be all 
that thou canst approve. For the Saviour’ s 
sake. Amen. + . 
Thurs.—Gen. 17 : 15-21. A Son Promised. 

The Almighty did not refuse Abraham his 
promise, even if he could not believe. 
promise did not depend upon human belief, 
but upon divine assurance. 
God, he will not deny us the realities of his | 
promises. He loved Abraham and fulfilled 
his covenant, and we may trust him too. 


May the knowledge of thy confidence in 
us, O God, increase our faith in thee. May 
we believe thee, even if the fog and sunlight | 
of our day are striving for mastery. May | 
we trust thee for the unknown future of our 
children. In thyname. Amen, 


Fri.—Gen. 18: 1-15. The Promise Renewed. 

If you want a verse which will always give 
you courage, take the fourteenth verse of 
this chapter, *‘Is anything too hard for 
Jehovah?’’ Hang this truth on your study- 
wall; put it over your office desk. 


That | 


If we doubt | 


| Se 


| 


ed es —_— => 
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The Doctor’s Advice 


Your family doctor sustains peculiarly 
intimate relations to your family.. He 
is generally a friendly cianasiqr in all 
sorts of family affairs as well as medical 
adviser. He knows more about you and 
your children than any other person out- 
side of the home circle. Your depend- 
ence upon him at critical times has de- 
veloped a relation of trust and confidence. 

And these are the reasons you go to 
him every time you have alittle stomach- 
ache, every time your digestive organs 
rebel against misuse or bad treatment. 
This is a wise proceeding on your part, 
but it is well to remember that the doctor 
does not know nearly as much as you do 
about your stomach, for the reason that 
he hasn’t lived with it as long as you 
have. 

If your doctor is a wise counselor, he 
will not be content with giving you 
medicine. He wiil teli you that the 
praetor of eating a well-cooked cereal 

od every morning for breakfast will 
not only strengthen digestion, but will 
keep the bowels healthy and active. A 
good cereal, in fact, will keep the entire 
alimentary tract clean and healthy. 

The best cereal for this purpose is 
shredded wheat biscuit, because it not 
only contains all the bod y- building ma- 
terial in the. whole wheat grain in its 
most digestible form, but also contains 
the outer bran coat of the wheat in such 
a form that it stimulates peristalsis 
(bowel exercise) withovt irritating the 
intestines. Many persons whose stom- 
achs will not digest ordinary foods or 
will not even retain ordinary foods, have 
no difficulty in digesting and assimi- 
lating shredded wheat. It is the whole 
wheat steam-cooked and drawn out into 
filmy, porous shreds and then twice 
baked. It is not only the most strength- 
ening and the most easily digested of 
all the cereals, but, being made in bis- 
cuit form, it is so easy to prepare a 
deliciously nourishing meal with it in 
a few moments, in combination with 
stewed prunes, sliced bananas, baked 
apples, canned peaches, or other stewed 
or preserved fruits. ‘Two of these bis- 
cuits, eaten with hot milk for breakfast, 
will supply all the strength-giving nutri- 
ment needed for a half day’s work or ey: 


The Easter Story 


A new kind of service for Easter, setting forth in J 
plete chronological sequence the events of the Resur- 
rection Day, together with The Morn of Hope and 
Festival Songs No. 3, each complete with songs, 
readings, etc., are found in “‘ The Budget ’”’ for Easter. 
Send roc for sample or 25c. for a year's subscription, 
‘* DAVID LIVINGSTONE ”’ 
** Love Triumphant ’’ & ‘‘ The Victor of Bozrah’’ 
‘Three “‘ Story and Song”’ services, all appropriate for 
Faster 
Price 15 cents per copy. $1.50 per dozen. 
Returnable examination copies mailed on request. 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 


14 W. Washington St. 265 W. 36th St. 
Chicago New York 


Easter Services 


THE, EVER-LIVING K 
Echoes No. 30 Wilasic and Word Edition). 











s No. 29 (Music and Word Edition). 
Music Edition cents per copy, 55 cents per dozen, 
ndved, prepaid. 

Wori ie un $1.00 per hundred, less than a hun- 

dred 1% cents each. 

Send 6 cents for package containing one each of the 
above, also Easter Catalogue and illustrated cir- 
culars of Laster Collection Devices. 

Send 35 cents for 12 of our Easter Services, contain- 
ing in all 192 pages of well-selected Easter Carols. 

Our Catalogue only FREE 

9 Dock Street 

MacCalla & Co., Inc., 2 Philadelphia 


LORENZ’s EASTER Music 


5 cents and the name of this paper for a com- 
fo copy each of our two new iter services 
or Sunday School Programs. Sample pages of 
our new song book, “‘ Praise Ye!’’ and of our book 
with suchas parts will be included ; also oyr cata- 
lo “e (musically illustrated) of Sunday Schooi 

choir music. (Stamps accepted.) 





wesc Lorenz Puihing Go, 38,8, 


| 


It will | 


help you through many a dark day and hard | 


trial. It has working-faith in it. 


Almighty and ever blessed Lord, may we 
heed this great truth uttered by thine own 
( Continued on next page) 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 2 (Gen. 15; 17 : 1-8) 








ACKNOWLEDGED LEADERS IN 


Bible Study 


| JAMES M. GRAY, D.D.| 
Sven Bible Studies 
Revi 


8vo, net $1.50. 


Wonderfully sa it leaves no point un- 
touched.” — Christian sisteory: 











And Shadows they Cast. Net 
2h belofal Qed vententing trenthent at the Old 
Testament.” —Jnstitute Tie. 


| ROBERT £. SPEER} 
Studies of the Man Christ 


Sentie of the pon, Pol. vaaen with “ 
rist 
ae “The Man eo has Fe ,—e ” Cloth, 75 cents. 


tudies of the Man Paul 
Paul, Si tudies « Man. 16mo, cloth, net 50 cents. 
S. sae says: “‘ The best interpreter Paul's 
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- (Continued from preceding page) 
messenger of old. May it be a literal work- 
ing truth to us to-day and constan.ly May 
we know that we can doall things through 
Christ. In his name, Amen, 

Sat.—Heb. 9: 11-22. A Better Covenent. 

The old covenant of Israel was centered 
in the ark of the covenant in which was the 
golden pot of manna and Aaron’s rod and 
the tables of the covenant, but what a cove- 
nant we have in Jesus Christ as we read, 
** How much more shall the blood of Christ 

. cleanse your conscience from dead works 
to serve the living God?”’ 

Our loving Redeemer and our Lord, may 
we ever cherish thy wonderful sacrifice and 
love. May our conscience reprove us quickly 
if we ever disregard or undervalue thy pre- 





cious blood shed on Calvary for us. We 

ask it in thy blessed name. Amen, 

Sun.—Eph. 1 : 11-22. 
Universality of the New Covenant. 

The whole wide world is under the Cross 
of Christ. He is a world Saviour. His 
blood was shed for all. ‘* Now in Christ 
Jesus ye who were far off are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ.’? This wonderful truth 
must be taken to all nations, This is the 
missionary call of to-day. 

O thou who art the God of all nations, 
may we grasp the meaning of thy infinite 
love and sacrifice. May the alk-sufeei tent 
blood of Christ avail to the saving of the 
world because the world believes, May we 
give the world this knowledge. For thy 
sake, Amen, 





Books Old and New on Bible Study 





G. CAMPBELL MORGAN'S 


Living Messages of the 
Books of the Bible 


4 vols., r2mo, cloth, each $1.00 net. 
. Genesis-Esther. i}. Sigphow <aisostans, 
ii Job-Malachi. essalonians- 
Revelation. 
Entirely distinct from the author's “Analyzed Bible,”’ 
“‘ Each book is treated as a unit, having a mes- 
sage for our own times.’’— United Presbyterian. 


|W. H. GRIFFITH- THOMAS | 


Genesis. A Devotional C tary. Jn three vol- 
umes. EAL net $1 oo. 
Romans. ‘A Devotional Commentary Jn three vol- 


umes, Each net $1 oo. 
oR oe Cloth, net 50 cents. 


| R.A. TORREY | 
What the Bible Teaches 


‘Large 8vo $2.50. 
“tA library of biblical theology, packed in one vol- 
ume. ’—Lutheran Observer 


How to Study the Bible for 
Greatest Profit 


Cloth, 75 cents. 
‘A sound method of work and study. ’—/ndefendent. 


-——Sell’s Bible Studies 
Eight Courses by HENRY T SELL 


Bible Studies in the Life 
af ,Caaies Cloth, soc. 
































Supplemental Bible Stud- 
ies. pag S08 net; pa- 
paper net. 


Bible Sti Study i Books Bible ‘Studies e. the Life 
Clot aa net; paper, of Paul. Cloth, soc. 


net’ paper, 25c. net 
Bible St Study by Periods. | Bible gtudies ia the Life 
oth, + as net, paper 


of the Christian. Cloth, 
niie Study byDoctrines. 


oc, net: paper,25c.net 
Bible Studies in Early 
Cloth, soc. net; paper, 
25c. net, 


Church History.Cloth, 
50c. net; paper,2s5c.net. 


Over 130,000 Sold 
KNOW YOUR TESTAMENT PERFECTLY! 


The Twentieth Century 


New Testament 
In Words of Modern English 

Popular Edition, 16mo, cloth, net $1.00; Morocco, 
Divinity Circuit, net $3.50 India paper, net $5.00. 

Large Type Edition. Vioth, net $2.00; % morocco, 
net $3.00. 
Fleming H. Revell Company 
New York, 158 Fifth Ave. Chicago, 125 No. Wabath Ave. 


KNOW 


(1) The best Bible Dictionary for you A 
use in studying the Word of >» iti 


“Davis? Bible Dictionary 


(by Pror. Joun D. Davis, D.D., LL.D., 
of —_—— — ical Seminary. ) 

One volume. 3rd Revised Edition. 848 
pages. Cloth, £. 50 net; $2.75 postpaid. 


(2) How Your Bible came to you. Read 
The Romance 
of the English Bible 


By Jonn T Faris Boards. 25 cents net, 
postpaid. 
o How to put your Bible 
dents to work Read 


“The Adult Bible Class : 
Its Organization and Work 


By WC. Pearce. Boards, 25 cents net, 
postpaid 
Order these books from 
The Presbyterian Board of Publication 
Wrruersroon BuILpInG. PHILADELPHIA, 
Or any of ‘ts Depositories. 
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OME-MAKING, THE REW PROFESSION. ins a 100-pp. 
H , handbook—it’s PRIOR: Home pp ay | 
For home- making, teach- 
AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
69th St., Cuicaco, IL. 


Domestic Science courses 
ing and well-paid positions 
Home Economics, 502 \V 





T IS the purpose of this review to describe 
a few books that deal with methods of 
Bible study : ways of studying the Bible 
for oneself; that is, not studies of the Bible 
that have been made by others. Therefore 
this article (with a few exceptions) does not 
attempt to include books which are in thems 
selves studies of the Bible, but only such 
books as show the reader of the English 
Bible how he may profitably do his own 
studying. Some of these volumes have been 
in circulation for many years, others are: of 
more recent publication, and all manifest a 
gratifying unity of aim with the widest diver- 
sity of treatment. 

Knowing the Scriptures, by Arthur T. 
Pierson, D.D.—This is a monument of learn- 
ing and labor from the gifted pen of a master 
in Israel. It contains fifty chapters and 459 
pages. There is scarcely a phase or feature 
of study and interpretation that is not dis- 
cussed and exemplified. The author united 
an intellectual acumen with a spiritual devo- 
tion which pre-eminently qualified him for this 
great task, and right nobly has he discharged 
the duty. He points out the numerical and 
mathematical features of the text, and gives 
the laws of grammatical construction, He 
shows where there is designed recurrence of 
thought and language, and states the reasons 
therefor, There are chapters also on study 
by combination, classification, and compari- 
son. (Gospel Publishing Company, $1.50.) 

How to Study the Bible for Greatest Profit, 
by R. A, Torrey, D.D.—Out of his rich ex- 
perience Dr. Torrey describes and illustrates 
various methods of Bible study, recognizing 
the limits of some and pointing out defects 
and eManges in others, The fundamental 
conditions of the most fruitful Bible study 
which the author mentions at the close of the 
book are : regeneration, a love for the Bible, 
willingness to work, a surrendered will, obe- 
dience to its teachings, a childlike mind, 
recognition of Scripture as God’s word, and 
prayer, (Revell, 75 cents.) 

The Book of Books, by William Evans, 
D.D.—In the second part of this volume 
methods of Bible study are given, such as are 
employed by the author in his teaching at 
the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. There 
are chapters on study by books, chapters, 
topics, words, periods, etc, The book is well 
adapted for class work. (Bible Institute 
Colportage Association, $1.) 

Hints on Bible Study.—An exceptional 
collection of seventeen articles contributed by 
eminent specialists of the religious and edu- 
cational world make up this book. Dr. H. 
Clay Trumbull has three articles, on ‘* What 
is Bible Study ?’’ ‘* Need of Oriental Lights 
on the Bible,’? and ‘‘The Place of Helps 
in Bible Study.*’ President Robert Ellis 
Thompson has two, on ‘* Inductive and 
Deductive Methods,’’ and ‘‘The Bible as 
a Guide in Social Studies.’’ Other no- 
table names are Dr. Austin Phelps, Dr. John 
A. Broadus, Bishop Ellicott, and Professors 
Beecher, Stevens, Riddle, and Stifler. Each 
writer is an expert and a master in the field 
to which he devotes himself. The mastery 
of this little volume would make many other 
more pretentious manuals superfluous. (Scrib- 
ners, $1) 

Hint? on Bible Study. — Another brief 
symposium is given here from such distin- 
guished authorities as Professors Elmslie and 
Drummond, Principal Waller, Bishop Moule, 
Drs Clifford, Horton, Berry, Meyer. and 
Dawson. Each of these specialists in a few 
graphic paragraphs sketches his own ap- 





proved method, and suggests reasons tor 
its adoption. Bishop Moule suggests ap- 
proaching the epistles as documents seen for 
the first time, and he illustrates by a treat- 
ment of Philippians ; other methods empha- 
sized are attention to word-ineanings, noting 
the organic development of revelation, ad- 
justing the spiritual attitude, and study of 
the temporal conditions under which the 
various books were written. (Revell, 50 
cents. ) 

Gateways to the Bible.—Included in the 
fourteen chapters of this little book, each by 
a different writer who is an authority in his 
field, are several chapters that give definite 
help on how to study. A chapter by Dr. 
R. A. Torrey on reasons for failure to get 
much out of the Bible is followed by an ad- 
mirable chapter by Moseley H. Williams on 
how to get more out of the Bible. Locate | 
the great passages, learn to handle your 
Bible, mark your, Bible, read the books 
through rapidly, read slowly, memorize the 
Scriptures, and buy extra Bibles for cutting, 
are some of the suggestions. (American 
Sunday School Union, 45 cents.) 

Methods of Bible Study, by W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, D.D.—The two closing chapters of 
this manual call attention to three rules for 
devotional study: search, meditate, com- 
pare ; and they describe the use of the ‘‘two 
Bibles’’—one for knowledge and one for 
power. Seven central suggestions are given 
for the study for knowledge and for the study 
for power. The remainder of the book con- 
sists of the actual outlining and studying of 
the Bible according to these methods, 
(Revell, and Association Press, 50 cents. ) 

Studies in the Old Testament, by Peter 
Ainslie, D.D.-—As one of a series of volumes 
prepared for a correspondence course of 
Bible study, Dr. Ainslie’s little book is simple, 
practical and devotional. He suggests a 
novel and helpful system of Bible marking. 
Special emphasis is laid upon the study of dis- 
pensations. (Christian Publishing Co., $1.) 

Pleasure and Profit in Bible Study, by D, 
L. Moody.—Mr. Moody’s popular addresses 
on this subject are gathered into this little 
volume, expressed in his vigorous speech, 
and glowing with spiritual ardor. They are 
better calculated to arouse inspiration than 
to impart instruction, and one cannot read 
them without a deeper reverence and love 
for the old Book that the great evangelist 
was so delighted to exalt, (Revell, 30 cents.) 

flow to Study the Bible, by D. L. Moody. 
—A strong, characteristic address, based 
on Nehemiah 8 : 1-3, may be called Mr. 
Moody’s personal testimony, and it abounds 
with original comments and popular exposi- 
tions of various portions of Scripture. (Re- 
vell, 15 cents.) 

How to Make the Bible Real, by Henry 
Churchill King.—President King gives prac- 
tical advice on topical, systematic. and bio- 
graphical Bible study, and especially empha- 
sizes the advantage of using as many different 
versions and translations as possible in order 
to get at the true meaning of the text. (As- 
sociation Press, § cents.) 

Bible Study for Fersonal Spiritual 
Growth, by John R. Mott, LL.D —The 
Young Men’s Christian Association Press 
has circulated Dr Mott’s pamphlet by many 
thousands throughout the world. The order 
of books suggested for devotional study is : 
the Gospels, Colossians, Hebrews, Psalms, 
Isaiah, Deuteronomy. Instruction is given 


(Continued on next page) 
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THE HEART 
OF THE BIBLE 


Specially prepared for Young People, 
Parents and Teachers, for the Home 
and School, by 


Ella Broadus Robertson 





HIS book differs 
from any other 
published in the 
fact that it contains 
all the principal 
Stories and events 
of the Bible in his- 
torical order, in the 
exact language of 
the Bible itself, 
using the latest and 
best translation, 
the American Stan- 
dard Version, 

lhe idea was suggested to the author by 
the desire of her children for Bible stories 
**just as they are told in the Bible."’ 

Sunday School Times says: 

“It is just this kind of book that many 
parents have wanted to use in reading the 
Bible with their children ; and the children 
will not be the only beneficiaries of the fine 
work that Mrs. Robertson has done.’ 

Large, clear type, 8 full-page colored and 16 
black and white illustrations. Size 5x71 ins. 
Cloth, benetifally decorated cover, $1. 00 net 
Limp Leather, gold top $1.50 net 


THOMAS RELSON & SONS 


Bible Publishers for over 100 years 








381A Fourth Ave.,cor.27th St., New York 











BIRD’S-EYE BIBLE STUDY 








By Rev. Alexander Patterson 
fy DOr Wilbur 





atroduction - 3. 
| fasten ead teterretetions © ex se breed tonehiags. of th 
2 summary ef the br the 
| Powe, with general view of the im the revelotion of 
Hivine truth. Also ive chapters on “How to Study the 
| Bible, “The Way Salvation,’ “How to Win Souls to 


Pasieh,** *“Power in Prayer,’’ ‘‘The Work of the Holy Spirit."’ 
Paper covers, 15c; 8 for #1. et covers, 30c net, 
= lastitute a Ass'n, 826 LaSalle Ave., Chicago 
FRE All Charges Prepaid , 
Subject to Examination 


“The Simplest, Cheapest and Most Th 
oughly Conservative.”—Sunday School Times. 


SELF-PRONOUNCING 


INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE DICTIONARY 


Edited by F.N. PELOUBET, D.D. 
Author of 
*¥ Select Notes on the International Lessons.”” 


Rev. Amos R. Wells, D.D., 
Managing Editor ‘of The 
Christian Endeavor World, 
says: ‘* Dr. Peloubet is one of 
the most popu'ar Bible commen- 
ators that ever lived, and he has 
put into this book all his long 
experience and wide scholarship, 
together with the popular char- 
acteristics which have made 
his Sunday- 
school Notes 
so famous, 
The diction- 
ary is eminently practical and 
yet thoroughly scholarly.” 

Based on profound scholar- 
ship, it explains in the simplest 
language, ever Biblical 
subj » every place, nation, 

rson, “custom, instrument, 
implement, animal, plant, 
flower, etc. 

In the number of subjects, in 
their treatment, and in the 
number and quality of illus- 
trations, it excels any other 
one-volume Bible dictionary. 
Better bound (in Special Li- 
brary Buckram) and lower in 
price than any other. 


AL Your bookseller can supply the 
International Bible Dictionary. 














































or we will send it FREE for 
examination, ALL CHARGES PREPAID. 
If it does not i you, return it 4 
our expense. If it pleases you, remit 

special price. 


The priceisonly ay, 


Postage, 38 cents 


John C. Winston Co. 
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ar Buttons 


are wern by men who know, be- 
cause they are perfect in finish, and 
made in shape and size to suit every 
need, Unbreakable in wear. A new one 


free in exchange for any Krementz Collar | 


Button broken or damaged from any cause. 
Look for the name 


KREMENTZ 


on the back 
and be sure to get the genuine. 
At leading jewelers and haberdashers 
KREMENTZ & CO. 
123 Chestnut Street, Newark, N. J. 


Largest manufacturers of high grad 
Jewelry in the world 








Two Bi Pictu 


FREE One of the Essential 


by every Sunday-school worker 


TISSOT’S 


World Famous Bible Paintings 


‘The Pictures that are known all over the world, 

They represent the sergoet and most widely 

atch Collection of Religious Pictures in the 
NV orl 


300 SUBJECTS 


Best and Cheapest. 
Used in 10,000 Sun- 


One Cent Eac day-schools. En- 


dorsed by Leading Sunday-school Workers. Ar- 
tistic, pleasing and intensely interesting to chil- 
dren, and are not to be compared with crude, 
inartistic, commercially drawn cheap lithographs 
so familiar to all workers. They are the Standard 
and Authentic Pictures Historically, Geograph- 
ically, as relating to landscape, costume and 
customs. Are not these reasons enough for you 
to investigate the possibilities of these pictures? 





in Color, 
elps needed 


All in Full Color. 
Highest in Quality. 


il s h U - 
60 Pictures =  rsege the ni 
sons for 1913 sent postpaid for 50 cents 


Send to-day for Cotalan cogtaining 
2g0 illustrations 


TISSOT PICTURE SOCIETY 
33 Montgomery Street, Jersey City, N. J. 








THE WHY AND HOW 


Of the Organized Adult Bible Class 


By J. H. Bompercer, D.D, edito~ of the 
** Christian World.” A compilation of practical 
and helpful suggestions. bound in stiff boards 
Price, 25 cents postpaid. 


My Sunday School Needs 
a New Hymn Book Now 


Send for “‘ on approval’’ copy of 
“The Sunday School Hymnal” 
“ Treasured Hymns" 
“* Standard Songs” 
“ Primary aad Junisr Hymnal” 
Descriptive leaflet mailed upon request. 


The Heidelberg Press PR,Rai.8"> 


Philadelphia, Pa 
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Dr. James M. Gray os eater i. 
THE CHRISTIAN WORKERS MAGA 

ublished 4¢ e Moody Bible Institute ne Siete. 

t contains his notes on 

revelation and his, Layman’s Gommenenseey, 

eemeatt, Contributed A 


on the Old 


ond —— h OR ted. —e be 
ers, eguiar De ments o 
vangelism and Christian Service. 


Bible ‘Study, id © 

fonthly :; $1.00 a year to the U. S. or to Mexico, 

Canada,$r. 25. Elsewhere,$r,36,(5s. 74.) 3 

Eg »25c. Christian Workers Magazine, 153 
. Institate Place, Chicago. 


To 


, Cornaro, Venetian phil- 
osopher (1464 - 1566), 
given up to die at 40, of 
chronic diseases, lived 
to 103 years. His diet secret 
is told in ‘“The Book of the 


L | r ‘Century Society,”’ (orgar- 
ized to study the art of living 


tong. ), Price, paper cover, — paid, 2s cts 
o* The Century Society Peruana On UA 


Tarbell’ 


TEACHER'S GUIDE 


By MARTHA TARBELL, 


current events in the light of | 


3MONTHS ; 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(Continued from preceding page) 


as to the spirit in which Bible study should be 
carried on and the time that should be de- 
voted to it. (Association Press, § cents.) 

Study of the Bible by Books, by Jon A. 
Broadus, D.D,—In this little monograph the 
autiior’s personal testimony to the need and 
value of ** study by books ’’ leads up to sug- 
gested applications of the method to various 
books or sections of the Bible. The history 
| from the creation to the Ten Commandments, 
NT then Samuel, Job, Psalms, the Gospels, Ko- 
| mans, and other epistles, Revelation, are in 
turn sketched, and suggestions are given for 
individual study, (Association Press, § cts.) 
| How to Master the English Bible,. by 
| James M, Gray, D.D.—The Dean of the 

Moody Bible Institute gives his own anpest- 
ence as a student and teacher, explains 
methods which have proved so popular and 
useful, mentions the results obtained, and 
gives many illustrations for-practical use. The 
system is based on the principle that each 
book in the Bible is a literary whole, The 
Bible is mastered when we acquaint our- 
se ves, not with isolated texts and detached 
paragraphs, but with each book as the uni- 
fied presentation of a particular theme. 
(ible Institute Colportage Association, 40 
cents. ) 

The Jov of Bible Study, by Harrington C, 
Lees, M.A.— Here is an admirable hand- 
book that devotes a chaptér to each of the 
| standard metheds: biographical study, con- 
| text study, the study of books, chapters, and 
words, the study of parables and metaphors, 
and (an unusual chapter) the’ missionary 
study of the Bible. ‘The closing chapter 
takes up the ‘Pattern Bible Student, or 
Christ’s Use of >the Bible.” (Longmans, 
Green & Co., 40 cents.) 

Birds’-E-ye Bible. Study, by . Alexander 
Aes ee Db, D.—Formerly published as **A 

Busy Man’s Bible’’ at Dr, J. Wilbur Chap- 
man’s suggestion, this little primer is largely 
taken up with a survey study of the books of 
the Bible. There is included a brief chapter 
giving in short pregnant paragraphs sugges- 
tions on effective Bible study, together with 
a helpful discussion of how to use ** Bible 
marking.’’ (Bible Institute Colportage-As- 
sociation, 1§ cents, paper; 30 cents, cloth.) 

How to Study the English Bible, by Canon 
k. B. Gildlestone, M, A.—Ten rules for 
studying the Bible contain hints valuable 
for the more advanced student as well as 
for the beginner. ‘Specific methods, such 
as siudy by books, study of the Bible as a 
whole, comparing Scriptures, etc., are given, 
along with general directions, such as taking 
notice of small details and observing figura- 
tive language. Other chapters give hints on 
special Looks, the study of doctrine, the de- 
votional use, atid: the’ closing chapter con- 
tains a bibliography, (Revell, 75 cents.) 
| The Worker's Weapon, by John Henry 
| Elliott, D.D.—Included in four brief chap- 
ters on the character and use of the Bible is 
one that suggests in a popular way four 
guide-posts for studying the Word: Form a 
habit of Bible study ; get the full scope of 
Bible truth ; study by sections, topics, etc. ; 
some things to avoid. (Revell, 25 cents.) 

The Study and Teaching of the English 
Bible, by G. Campbell Morgan, D.D.—A dis- 
cussion, in the first of these four lectures, of 
the evident general character of the Bible and 
the quality of study it demands leads up to 
| the presentation of Dr, Morgan's widely 
known method: reading one book of the 
** Divine Library ’’ over and over for the im- 








pression, and then condensing into an out- | 
| line, and expanding into an analysis, and | 


| the meaning. Valuable counsel is then given 
| on how to prepare and how to impart the 
teaching. (Revell, 50 cents.) 

Bible study is a means to an end. It looks 
to the formation of Christian character 
through the knowledge of divine truth. 
Dean Gray says that repeated reading of 
Scripture is the only method that results in 
a familiarity with the contents of Scripture, 
and that when once the facts of Scripture 
are in the mind the Holy Spirit may be 
trusted to interpret the facts. 


finally dissecting for minute knowledge of | 


Bible study is a science and an art which n | 


@, Enough said. 
for 1913. 
Tarbell’ s this year. 


~ @ Check uf up ) the “Tarbell” 
@ Interesting teachers ? 


It is not too late to-join the ranks 
Whatever helps you now have just try 


pn.po. Fleming H. Revell Company 





each man must learn for himself. 
must work in his own way. The indi 
sable condition for the richest Bible steay i is 
the filling of the Holy — That condi- 
tion being fulfilled, Bengel’s old method may 
suffice,—** Apply thysell to the Word. Apply 
the Word to thyself.’’ 


The New Holman-Peloubet 
Teachers’ Bible 


HE more we know about the Bible, the 
more we can get out of the Bible. A 
new set of helps has been prepared by 

the veteran teacher and writer of Sunday- 
school lesson-helps, Dr. Peloubet, who for 
thirty-nine vears in Peloubet’s Notes has 
enabled thousands of Sunday-school teachers 
to prepare and teach the lessons, This new 
‘Treasury of Biblical Infermation’’ by Dr. 
Peloubet is a feature of a new teachers’ edi- 
tion of the Holman Bible which will be 
ready in April. While this collection can- 
not be encyclopedic, it includes most of those 
things which a teacher and Bible reader 
needs to know in order to understand and 
interpret the Scriptures. 

There are chronological tables, an ad- 
mirable Harmony of the Life of Christ, 
tables of weights, measures, money, and a 
correlation of many important facts of secular 
history with scriptural dates and events, 
There are pictures of ancient coins, and a 
clear, concise explanation of Easter dates, 
with a table giving the days on which Easter 
falls up to 1927 A.D. All this material is 
based on the latest and ripest conclusions 
of the most reliable authorities, and is set 
forth in the most condensed and attractive 
form, It is worthy of high commendation 
in both purpose and arrangement, and makes 
a large contribution to the equipment of 
those who would translate the Oriental and 
archaic setting of holy Scripture into terms 
of Occidental life and present-day under- 
standing. (Holman, $2 to $7.) 


oe 
Adult Class Questions 


( Continued from page 102) 


build up a class of either young men or 
young women, if it be composed of those 
of varied social positions, than it is if 
the classes are together. We also find 
that young men and young women are in- 
terested in different sorts of activities, and it 
is therefore easier to plan for a program of 
service for separate classes than for mixed 
classes. It seems to me, therefore, that un- 
less your conditions are very peculiar I would 
not recommend you to combine the two 
classes, but try to find good teachers for 
both, and through friendly rivalry build up 
both classes instead of one. 

It is always wise, however, so far as prac- 
ticable, to grant to people whatever they 
want, The fact that some members in both 
of these classes desire to unite, while others 
do not wish to do so, may be an indication 
that you should organize a third class, to be 
composed of those who want to be together. 
You do not say so, but 1 suppose it is the 
young married people who want to unite. It 
is not at all unusual to find schools that have 
separate classes of young men and young 
women and also a mixed class of young mar- 
ried people. 

If you should finally decide that it is wise 
to unite the two classes, I would not recom- 
mend that you perpetuate two class organi- 
zations under one teacher. It would be 
better to make the union complete. 

An adult Bible class should certainly be 
subject to the rules of the church of which 
it isa part. The young man who continues 
to reside in his father’s house should be ab- 
solutely obedient to all of its rules. The 
father is wise, however, who does not under- 
take to deal with his grown up son as he 
does with his younger children. Likewise 
an adult Bible class should be loyal to the 
church authority, and the church authorities 
should not undertake to treat an adult Bible 
class as it treats the classes of little children. 
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350 Gospel Songs for 15 cents? 


You have paid more for fewer gongs perhaps not 


nearly as good GET THE BEST. 


New Songs of the Gospel :2. Combined 


Contains 350 gospel hymns with music suitable for all 
religious ing a sk $15 the hundred and 5 cents 
for mailing a single copy. 

nd 20 cents for sample Money back if book is re- 
turned. A smail outlay for big vatue. SEND NOW. 
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New 
‘Deaconess Bible 


Prepares young women for Deaconess Work, and for 
Home and Foreign Missions A two-years’ course in 
Systematic Bible | ant & Special courses in Social 
servis Religious Psyc omen e Pedagogy. Write 
for full particulars. Rep DING, 
Superintendent, 1 Deaconess Road, + doe ng Mass, 
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When answering advertisements, 
| — The Sunday School Times. 


please 








The Ancestry 
of Our English Bible 


By Ira M. Price, Ph.D.,’LL.D. 
PRICE, $1.50, NET. 


Tue SunDaY Scuoot Times ComPany 
zo3x Walnut Street, - - - - Philadelphia, Pa. 
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LESSON FOR MARCH ? (Gen. 15; 27 : 1-8) 


THE SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES 








THE MAYOR & 
SPOTLESS TOWN 


. This is the Mayor of Spotiess Town, 
~~ The brightest man for miles around. 
--- “The shining tight of wisdom can 
4 Reflect from such a polished man, 
And so he says to high and low: 
_. “The brightest use SAPOLIO."* 


Some one must direct the affairs of 
tlé-city. “Equally important is the 
cleanliness | of the smallest home in 
that city. If thiscan be accomplished 
Hby small ‘exertion, at small “expense, 
so much the better. A cake of 


SAPOLIO 


iu the hands of a bright, active woman 
will keep a house clean enough for 
the Mayor to live in. 


THE ORIENT 


Coék’s 46th Annual Series of Tours de‘Luxe 
to-Kgypt, the Nile-and Bible Lands: leave-during 
-fanuary, February and March. Limited partiés. 

nchisive fares, $665 up. 


ZURICH. 


‘Thomas Cook & Son have been oficlally appointed 
‘Transportation Agents for the Wor 

enth Sunday School Convention at Zurich 
in 1913. information -regarding travel arrange- 
ments from_the Transportation Committee, 
85 Broad Street, Boston, Massachusetts, or 


THOS. COOK & SON 


245. Broadway, New York 

“137'S. Broad St.; Philadelphia 

336 Washington St., Boston, Mass. 
145 Offices Abroad 
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HAUT ARV A 








anuary 21, January 30 and February 
- is, 1943. The finest obtainable throughout, Spe- 
cial Comfort ‘Tour, Egypt and Palestine, May 10, 
$470; Four Sunday School Convention ‘Tours ; Fit- 
teen ‘l’ours to Europe, Norway and Russia. 
The Chautauqua Tours (Inc.), Marquette Bidg., 


On ‘2 Zurich Convention! 


Hut writeus first. $160. Round trip to Zurich 29 
days. Holy Land ‘lours a speciaity. H.W. Dunning 
& Co., 717 Congregational Bidg-, B Boston, _Mass. 


Ss. S.. CONVENTION 

Sailing June 21, 1913 
Other European Tours.*“Ihe Liberty Way isthe best at 
nioderatecost- Universal Tours, St. Seton Ont. 


Zurich Fievids Sunday School oe TTY , om 
nt t taly, 
Switzerland, Mediterranean | ance, go4g 


ingland, 7 emple’ Tours, 8 Beacon St., Boston, 


vw 9 LAMMER 


ona rw A pero Home Instruction FREE. 
152 Adelaide St., Detroit, Mich 














6, FARM, MORTEAGES oT a 


leman,542 S. Dearborn St.,Ch 





HENDERSON'S SEEDS FREE 


To gojone now 1815 catalogue, “E were. 
thing for the Garden” (204 pages, 

engravings devoted to vegetables and 
flowers), send us ten cents in stamps, 
preferably par’el post stamps) nam- 
ing this weekly, and we will send you 
free our famous 50c Henderson 

Flower and Vegetable Seeds, 





lection of 
enclosed in coupon envelope good for 
) 25c, and willalso scnd our new booklet, 

vdenGuideand Record,” acondensed, 
comprehensivebookletofculturaldirec- 
tions and general garden information. 








PETER HENDERSON & CO. 


35-37 Cortlandt Street New York City 











The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E.. Speer 





Sunday, March 2, 1913 


The Ideal Christian—III. His Practical 
Service (Matt. 5 : 13-16; Conse- 
cration Meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Testifying (Acts 1 : 6-11). 

‘TUES. —Shining eve (Eph. 5 : 3-14). 

WED.—Serving the poor (Matt: 19 : 16-22). 

‘THUR,—Leavening the nation (Rom, 13 : 
I-10). 

FrI.—Serving the church (Acts 6 : 1-7). 

Sat.—Serving the lost (Matt. 9 : 32-38). 











How can we serve Christ best ? 
What social service can we perform ? 


How can we serve Christ by winning the 
boys? 


HUNDRED years ago one of the most 
useful and influential men in America 


was Jeremiah Evarts, the father of | 


William M. Evarts, the great lawyer and 
statesman. He was a lawyer, an editor, and 
then the first treasurer and second secretary 
of the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, He lived and sought to 
awaken others to live by the principle of un- 
selfish, practical service, 

‘*The mo-t noble of sciences,’’ he said, 
** the science of doing good, is too little stud- 


BAKING 


ABSOLUTELY PURE 


The experienced housewife knows, and the 
beginner should know that 


POWDER 


is the only Baking Powder 
: made from 
Royal Grape Cream of Tartar 


“MADE FROM GRAPES 








Powders made from alum are sold at a 
little lower price,‘ but. are injurious 
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MUSIC 





ied. If it were better understood and made 
the subject of daily contemplation, the way | 
would be prepared for a grander display of | 
benevolence on a large scale than the world | 
has ever yet seen. ‘The ultimate object | > 
aimed .at would indeed be the same which | 
has been pursued by the truly virtuous in | 
every age; but a peculiar sublimity would | 
mark the enterprises in which Christians of 
every nation and every language should en- 
gage with enlightened minds. and united 
efforts; and a peculiar glory would crown 
these enterprises. The employment of doing 


good—of aiming directly, by prompt and | 


vigorous. action, to promote the permanent 
good of others—should be made a part of 
the regular business of every Christian, It 
should be reduced to a system, and have a 
large share of time and property assigned to 
it. This time and property should be sacredly 
devoted to God, and employed in the best 
practicable way; not squandered on doubt- 
ful or useless projects, nor hoarded up for 
future occasions, which may never arrive ; 
bift wisely apportioned to purposes of un- 
questionable utility, of great importance and 
pressing urgency.”’ 


No one will have to go very far to find a 
good opportunity for doing good. In our 
own home is the right place to begin. ‘This 
very day there are services which we can 
render and indulgences or selfishnesses which 
we can forego. These services or surrenders 
will make the day far easier and brighter for 
others and will bring us to the close. of it 
with more peaceful and contented hearts, Is 
there not something which we can think of 
now which we could do which would relieve 
our fathers or mothers or lighten the burden 
which others are bearing for us? 


Are there not some sick or needy or dis- 
couraged people in the community whom we 
can go to see or to whom we can -carry en- 
couragement or help? There may be new- 
comers who do not feel at home, or people 
who seem outwardly successful and prosper- 
ous.who are really longing for a little friend- 
ship and personal good-will. 


% 

We can all help by not depreciating other 
people, by refusing to participate in com- 
plaining. What needs to be corrected let us 
correct, if we can, without talking about it. 
If there is a great wrong let us speak out 
plainly and fearlessly about it, but let us not 
be of those who are always finding fault and 
antagonizing. Let us render the service of 
hopefulness and guod cheer. 

The church needs workers. Arg you one? 
Perhap$ you say that your church does not 
have any work that it is doing. Then it is 
clear that it needs workers badly, ‘to show it 
its work and to do it for it. And if you will 
open your eyes on your town, you will find 
that at every corner of it some opportunity of 





service is waiting. De not tet it waitin vain, 


TAUGHT FREE 


HOME INSTRUCTION 


We want to advertise and introduce our home study 
nusic lessons into all parts of America, and will give 
you absolutely free instructivn if you will simply recom- 


mend the International Institute to your friends after 
you learn to p' per. 

We successfully wincl Piano, Organ, Violin, Man- 
| dolin, Guitar, Banjo; Brass Instruments, Cello and 
| Sight Singing. You may not know one note from an- 
other ; yet, by our wonderfully: simple and thorough 
method, yau’ can soon, 3feare to play. If you are an 
advanced player you wit l receive special instruction. 
‘Our lessons are sent wéekly. ‘I’hey are so simple and 
easy ‘that. they are recommended to any person, or 
little.child who can read English. Photographs and 
drawings make ever thing plain. 

.If you accept our free tuition offer.you will: be asked 
to pa only a very small amount faveragin 14 Cents) 
week} to cover pom and necessary sheet a 
We have successfully taught others.and .we can suc 
cessfully teach you. 

Write to-day ‘for our Free’ booklet, which explains 
everything. 1t will convince you and cost you nothing. 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MUSIC 

98 Fifth Ave., Dep’t 331 C, New York 





HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 

for the SUNDAY - SCHOOL 
A Rospeace to the plea for better Sunday- 

School Music. Every tune within the 

range of the average scholar 
Introductory price, full cloth, 30 cents. 
a sample copy 

The Century Co., Union Square, New York 


THE BEST WAY 


Send for 

















INDIVIDUAL: 
COMMUNION SERVICE 





It is conceded that the individual 
communion cup is the best. 

Why not introduce it now? 

It is reverent. It is sanitary. 

The Service is chaste and beautiful. 

The quality of our Service is the 
finest on the market. 

Quality—not ibe whole determine 
your choice. 


Write for Illustrated Price List 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE COMPANY 
1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 


Thomas Individual Communion Service 
peepee dust-proof, ater eo saves 
other services. Shallow 0 ti 


re got he Guleecan, INTRO- 
DUCTORY OFFER. State number communicants. 


Service Co., Bez S, Lima, O. 


When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 



















HETHER 
you are raising poul- 
try for pleasure or profit— 
the new, sure way is to buy 
Day Old Chicks. 

Brookside Farms Day Old 
White Leghorn Utility Chicks 
are hatched from standardized 
strains and develop into sturdy, 
healthy, successful layers. 

We ship them, 6 to 8 hours 
after hatching, to any express 
point within 72 hours delivery. 

100 
White Leghorn Day Old Chicks . $15 
Barred Reck Day Old Chicks . $20 
White Orpington Day Old Chicks $30 

We also ship Hatching Eggs from 
our best pens. Write for Prices. 

Our new Booklet, “One Day Old.” 
tells much ofinterest about Brookside 
Farms. Write today. 

BROOKSIDE FARMS 
Box B Great Barrington, Mass. 


scedusoueee 


~~ 


CHOBGBSCOCCH SS 





Mae 








Tye Sanday School Times 


Philadelphia, February 15, 1913 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“* second-class matter.’’ 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Timeé is pu)lished 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new. subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. ‘lhese rates include postage : 

Five or more copies, either to 
$1.00 separate addresses or ina pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
$1 50 One copy, or any number of 

i“ covies less than five, $1.50 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $6.00. 

. One free copy adiii- 

Free Copies jicnai will beallowed 

for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


‘The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which inciudes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shii‘ings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie. 21 
Warwick Lane, London, E.C., will receive yeariy or 
half-yeariy subscriptions az thea suve rate, the peper to 
be mailed direct from Phiiadeipnia to the subscribers. 
Mr. Downie can aiso suppiy tne cther publications of 
lhe Sundey School ‘Times Compapy. 


THE SUNDAY ScHoor T IMKs Co, . Publishers, 
1031 Wainut Street fhiveceinnn Pa. 
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Bible 


SAVE *34.50 «. WONDERFUL &: BOOKS 


r——=They are now offered to Sunday School Times readers who act promptly, and who recognize 
in these splendid, inspiring and educational books the phenomenal value they represent, at 


Less Than % Former Prices! 


They contain the richest, most authoritative NOW ONLY 
treasures of fact, and of commentary on the 


Holy Word to be found in all sacred literature— @e 
newly enlarged and enriched. Now 16 mag- 
nificent volumes, together forming a Complete . | 





Standard and Authoritative Bible Study 
Reference Library. Every Sunday School 
’ Teacher, Superintendent, Pastor, Bible Student aot 
and Evangelist needs these books during 1913 pave ferme to 
readers 





as never before. 











Cruden’s Complete Concordance 
~ ~~ The alphabet of Bible use. Even the riches of the Bible are half useless if you cannot 
tell where to find them. 756 pages. Former Price $1.50. 





Jamieson, Fausset & Brown’s Commentary 
(2 vols.) Covers both Old and New Testaments, elucidating difficult passages, his- 
torical allusions, unfamiliar customs, and so on; a massive storehouse of authoritative 
but lucid notes, concise but pregnant. 1,380 pages. Former Price $9.00. 


Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible 


A great standard classic, never superseded. All serious Bible users need their Smith 
only less than their Cruden. 1,024 pages, finely illustrated. Former Price $4.50. 








.Fausset’s Critical and Expository Cyclopedia 

- A-masterpiece of compressed riches ; 3,700 articles of enormous variety, condensed yet 
complete and thorough, ‘handling both historical and expositional questions with the 
highest scholarship and grasp. 750 3-column pages, 600 illustrations, Former Price $5. 


Kitto’s Illustrated Bible-History...-———— cunwnniani 


A brilliant work of immense popularity, filling up the gaps in the Scripture narrative 
and completing it in a rounded historic unity to the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, 
735 2-column pages. 220 illustrations. Former Price $4.50. 








Edersheim’s Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah 
(2 vols.) A vivid portrait of the society, life and intellectual and religious development 
of Christ’s Palestine, to serve as a background for his own portrait; by a world famous 
Christian Jewish scholar. 1,524 pages. Former Price $6.00. 





Conybeare & Howson’s Life and Epistles of St. Paul 
A splendid work of enduring popularity and authority ; a lifelike picture of the great 
apostle and his work, an acute and illuminating commentary on his epistles, with a style 
at once full of fine scholarship and of literary charm. 917 pages ; many fine illustra- 
tions, maps, charts, etc. Former Price $4.50. 


Geikie’s Hours with the Bible (New Testament Series) 
(4 vols.) Dr. Geikie has enriched these volumes with knowledge gathered through wide 
reading and study and through information obtained first hand—having traveled in 
Egypt, Syria, and throughout every nook and corner of the Holy Land. His graphic 
explanation enables every teacher, Bible student and preacher to put the old truths in 
clear, fresh and winning form. 2,110 pages, richly illustrated. Former Price $6.00. 


Josephus’ Complete Works 
The priceless writings of the greatest Jewish leader and statesman in the generation after 
Christ ; History and Antiquities of the Jews ; the Roman-Jewish War, which stamped 
out the Jewish nationality in blood and fire, etc. 978 pages. Former Price $4.00. 


Sanford’s Concise Cyclopedia of Religious Knowledge 
A surprising treasury of information regarding Church and Bible History, Namés, Places 
and Customs, Creeds and Sects, the early Church, Story of the Reformation, Young People’s 
Societies, Cathedrals, Churches,etc. 985 pages, beautifully illustrated. Former Price $3.50. 


Gilbert’s 3,000 Selected Quotations 


A gold mine to speakers and writers. Pithy and eloquent passages from the literature 
of all ages, with complete index of authors and subjects. Undenominational but evan- 














Satisfaction 














Absolutely Guaranteed gelical. 681 pages. Former Price, $2.00. 
—_ Your Library is not complete Note the MONTHLY. PAYMENT PRICES CASH PRICES Money 
without these splendid Bible || Remarkably Comperte Set, 26 Vels., $28.00 18.00)? SEs | Smaenay 
Study Books... Every Book newly || Easy Terms Choice of 1 « 14.00 10 « 12.00 | Refunded if 
made, handsomely Bound in Cloth and || On the Choice of Ss “ 12.00 ley 10.00 | Books are 
Stamped in Gold. Average Size of || Monthly a = ° ah : rs wae Not Entirely 
Volumes, 9 xG%x1%. Payment Pian | Choice of 2 «“ 4.00 2 * 3.50 | Satisfactory 























On the MONTHLY PAYMENT PLAN we require $2.00 with order, and your promise to pay $1.00 monthly until payment is completed. Books 

OW to Order forwarded at once on receipt of cash pricé or first instalment of $2.00. Customers pay freight or express charges. Those at remote points 

or in foreign countries desiring us: to prepay will send 50 cents per volume to cover cost of postage or express. Safe delivery guaranteed to 

po A station in the country or to any maii point in the world. e will take tack books that are not satisfactery.in ten days after examination and return money, deducting 
only the return transportation charges. As to our reliability, we cefer you to the publisher of this paper or to any commercial agency. Established 1866. 

















45. S. SCRANTON CO., PUBLISHERS, 82 Trumbull Street, HARTFORD, CONN. 





